p lall &
3\9“‘9 < “"!ng

i)

Oleiss s tle Gy Do) a8 2ds duads 2ds0 lld)s o) Ly 1L

P Jl
9\““‘9 - q[yk

B g

‘;?\: .J.A:i.b

Annales
des Leltres et des Langues

ALlo0 g9 (oo 3 i) S leaedl o

ik

)

Annales
des Lettres et des Langues

addas Jgualy () Gaill  Slasad) Myl
The principles of semiotic analysis in approaching the literary text

kb — b daals — Jdia ala daal | gisall

E.ISSN 506-2602X

301

ISSN

Abstract

Since the world has opened up upon itself,
in war as in peace, the Humanities too have
opened up to each other and to the other
sciences, and the literary output has become an
experimental arena for all theories. It is from
the idea of the creative energies that most
modern schools have launched in the textual
analysis in search of plans of authoring and
synthesis that produce meaning is the focus of
interpretive studies, including semiotics.

The question of the text and textuality is
no longer an issue of intellectual luxury or
literary philosophizing. It has become an
urgent necessity, not only because the concept
of the text has changed, but also because the
analytical tools and critical theories have re-
assessed the method of looking at the literary
product and placed it in the position of
interrogation, rather than putting it into the
position of accusation and denuding. This
article tries to give the principle rules of
semiotic analysis of a literary text in general,
and notably the traditional texts..

Key words: Semiotics, Semiotic Analysis,

Stylistics, Textuality, Discourse.
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The principles of semiotic analysis in approaching the literary text

Semiotic analysis is organically linked to a central concept: the system. The system, in its
simplest definitions, is the sum of the elements that have ties, and those relationships are
governed by specific rules, the legitimacy of which derives from intellectual, social,
political or industrial references ... etc. And when these conditions are met, the system has
worked correctly and almost regularly, and this work is only prejudiced by the absence of
one of the elements, the change of the nature of a relationship, the deletion of one of the
rules, or its substitution. Then, the system turns into another one, or stops working, and it
cannot be interpreted and what results from it also cannot be interpreted.

If the text, which is supposed to achieve the conditions of the system, is the field of optimal
application of semiotic analysis, then raising the issue of text and textuality is no longer a
matter of intellectual luxury or literary philosophy. Rather, it is an urgent necessity, not
merely because the concept of the text has changed, but because the analytical tools and
critical theories recalculated their views of the intellectual and / or literary product,
questioning it rather than accusing it.

Since the populations opened to one another, the humanities have opened up to each other
and to other sciences, and the intellectual and / or literary product has become an
experimental field for all theories. From the idea of creative energies, most modern schools
set out to analyze the text in search of authorship and synthesis plans that produce meaning,
which is the focus of interpretative studies, including semiotics. Before delving into the
principles of semiotic analysis, it is necessary to define the text, in concept and application,
and understanding the literary sense, in form and practice, so that the semiotic applications
in the interpretation of the text have credibility and clarity that the learner's mind can easily
represent.

The text does not have a comprehensive, restrictive definition surrounding its substance,
form, internal procedures, external references, and its sound, morphological, grammatical,
and semantic composition rules. However, the move of structural linguistics first, followed
by the other linguistics, in the direction of breaking up the argument into primary elements,
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linguistic arguments such as: the statement of the dual articulation of Martinet, or the
polarity of the sign or the three-corners of the mark of Saussure, etc.

The idea of cutting up the text is not based solely on its form, as some semiotic theorists
have done (paragraph, section, part ...). Rather, it is based on the inferential sectors in
which the sims perform their roles and follow their own paths, without this having a
negative impact on the overall procedure of the text, or on the semantic structure of their
lives in the text.

Because semiotics seeks to monitor the conditions for producing meaning and searches for
procedures for describing it in its own terms, and according to its conceptual system that
has begun to consolidate in the Arab critical lesson, it will inevitably address one of the
major issues that have become a semi-fixed condition for the standardization of the text,
which is the issue of coherence of the text. This is evidenced by the adoption of an
educational standard in many educational curricula in the Arab world. The issue of
coherence of the text, on the other hand, is related to the issue of coherence of “discourse”,
or it is an image of it, with terms of cognitive production that distinguish between them.

It is necessary to emphasize that the goal of semiotic study is to construct a subject of
knowledge represented in the meaning: the meaning as shown by the text, the text is not the
meaning, just as the meaning is not the content of the text from which we can remove it.

The literary text is usually defined as a "fiction" that corresponds with the "truth™ of other
types of discourse. This means that the characters of this product, its events, conditions, and
plots are pure imagination, or a figment of imagination, provided that we look at
imagination here in the sense of simulation, or to a lesser degree in the sense of imitation,
i.e. reproduce previous examples, modes and patterns. This perception is consistent with
simulation theories that define literary work through its “relationship to the reality it
represents”.

We can look at imagination in two ways that correspond to two types of independent
semiotics:

- Semiotics of the sign-reference (Umberto Eco);

- Semiotics of signifier Groups (Saussure, Helmslev, Grimas, Juninasca).
The sign-reference semiotics builds a "possible world"”, whereby the process of the sign
enables the creation of a "text world" that can be compared in a way that works with "the
real world." The process, then, is a process of inferential interpretation of the text,
according to the instructions that the text directs to its reader: the story written or woven by
the writer from his imagination constitutes for the reader a balance and a rule through
which the presence of the elements of the text can be justified, knowing that the latter are
cases of that rule established in advance.
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aesrewes L MIChael Revatir, there is no doubt of the uniqueness of each literary text: “The extudSiac i anees
always unique, and this uniqueness seems to me to be the simplest definition we can give to

literature”.

What the interpreters call a style becomes, according to the above perspective, the other
face of literature. However, unlike the interpreters, Revatir sees that the style does not refer
to the writer, because the text "works like a computer program in order to make us delve
into the experience of uniqueness, the uniqueness that we call style, which we have always
confused with the supposed individual called ‘author': In fact, style is the text itself."
Accordingly, the centrality of the text is established in the communicative process, as the
producer and the recipient crowd, and while the producer / author creates it, the recipient
embellishes it, giving each of the joints of the meaning the function that is appropriate to
the conditions of its reception.

Ultimately, the experience of reading and interpretation, that is the reader’s experience in
moving the acquired connotations and building the significance, may still be the experience
of enunciation starting from the game of enunciative joining and separating, which is the
optimal experience or work through which he appears to himself as an individual facing the
language and using it. The recipient certainly will find himself, when he engages in the
semiotic interpretation of the text, in one way or another, as an actor in the making of
processes and procedures, the surface level of the structures of signs may not be directly
reflected.

Key words: Semiotics, Semiotic Analysis, Stylistics, Textuality, Discourse
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