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Al-Bayan in Senegalese Poetry in Arabic: Muhammad al-Amin’s Poetry as a Case
Study
By
Ahmad Dame Diop (PhD) & Lateef Onireti Ibraheem (PhD)
Department of Arabic,
University of llorin,
llorin, Nigeria
Abstract

The Senegalese studied Arabic Language and its Literature because of their love for the
language of the Holy Quran and in order to understand the principles, cultures and
jurisprudence of Islam. In the course of that, some of them mastered the language to the
extent of making use of it to compose beautiful poetry. They have composed poems on
different themes, except the ones considered offensive to Islam and outlandish to its
teachings, such as describing alcohol, erotic poems for both female and male and
infidelity poems. Al-bayan, which is the core of Arabic Rhetoric, was employed by
Senegalese poets in their work in order to effectively convey their ideas, feelings and
emotions to others. The aim of this study, therefore, is to examine their usage of al-
Bayan rhetorical devices and evaluate the level of their compliance to its rules in Arabic
rhetoric. However, due to the fact that this lofty aim cannot be achieved in a paper with
a short scope like this, we chose the poetry of Muhammad al-Amin, the son of Shaykh
Ibrahim Niyas, as a case study. To achieve this, the paper was divided in to four
sections. The first one is a preamble, the second section gives biography of the poet, and
the third section is the rhetorical analysis of his poem, while the fourth section is the
conclusion in which the summary, the result and the recommendations were given. It
was discovered that Muhammad al-Amin, to a large extent, successfully employed al-
Bayan in his poetry and adequately represents the height the Senegalese have attained in
composition of Arabic poetry in Senegal. We recommended, among other things, that
scholars should intensify their study of Senegalese poetry in Arabic, which is hitherto
receiving low patronage, in order to uncover its hidden treasure.

Key Words: Al-Bayan, Senegalese, Poetry in Arabic, Muhammad al-Amin’s.
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