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Abstract

This article is an extract from the book « L’ Algérie 1égendaire » by colonel C.Trumlet, edited
in 1892, sheds light on a highly important personality, but not well-known, of the popular
Algerian resistance against the French colonialism during the 19th century. It is Moussa Ben
Hassen, a Sunni Sufist, who played a key role in educating the population aiming at
awakening national identity and the spirit of resistance. Indeed, the hardships of his life had
not turned him away from practical life, nor of the action in the community, giving the
example that religious practice is not an end in itself, but the human modeling to fulfill one’s
mission of acting as a Kaliph. After his death as a martyr, his head was mummified and
exhibited in the anthropological museum in Paris.
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- E .Mangin, 1986, La Revue Africaine - N38 -Alger-Opu.
- Le Colonel C.Trumelet, 1892, L’Algeérie Légendaire, Augustin Challamel, Editeur Paris
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