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Abstract:

The study (The Cultural System) chose a critical approach to the study as one of the most
important procedural mechanisms in the theory of cultural criticism, especially the conceptual
system of Dr. Abdullah Al-Ghadhami, and investing this concept in identifying the cultural
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systemic shifts in the novel “Like a dried flower” that embraced its mysteries Cultural, social,
and religious patterns, and the influence of Eastern customs and traditions on Arab groups. In
order to delve into its texts instead of just standing on the historical and aesthetic facts,
despite being a recent novel, these patterns have become more like sediments stuck in the
memory of this people or some of them. The study was divided into four attempts carrying the
first axis, entitled: The marginalization of Islamic culture and Arab values, and it included: 1-
Committing transgressions (adultery, drinking alcohol, disobeying parents), 2- Dwarfing Arab
culture. As for the second axis, entitled: The superior pattern, it includes: 1- Self-Supremacy,
2- Authoritarian Supremacy. The third axis came under the title of femininity and
masculinity, and it was divided into two parts: 1- The pattern of masculinity / inferiority of
femininity, 2- The pattern of humanity / equality, then we see the pattern of violence under
the heading of the fourth axis and it includes: 1 physical violence, 2 psychological violence, 3
psychological violence.

The study raised a number of problems, including: What do we mean by cultural pattern?
What are the most important cultural patterns that spread over the body of the novel "Like a
Dried Flower"? That is what we are trying to reveal in the introduction to the study.

Keywords: marginalization of Islamic culture, patronage, femininity and masculinity,
violence.
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