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Linguistic Communication on WhatsApp As used by Saudis:
A SocioLinguistic perspective

*‘1@.5.7.:_” ;L&.mi
Lagaud) Lo yall ASLell — LdlY! S5 oy 4E aloY! ;La.nl_?-1

2020/09/20 : 3£l 5sy5 ¢ 2020/05/07 : Jgudl syl5 ¢ 2020/02/09 : aMiws¥! 5,5
& () P ()

Aoy S (omagaad] gt (WhatsApp) ol iy Gudas pe Goalll Jua gl dulyudl sda Jolils : adele
S Ayl s old Uiy crosaad! on ik LaSTy £laaa¥ uolgil Jilug eal (o Guatll 1 da
1y el ililiwy (Hgalll AIaly cdasllyy 3l dulys U oo Juolsdll Ida dauds 48,20 )
Gl e Gordl) Juolgull Casllag (2 Aty solme AW cglis (G LAY B1oT e Aol Siae
due Jdl dulyudl cdimgs w8y AuclanYl 5lEliwy (igalll ATy «cuagaudl gud WhatsApp <l s
oo el Ady (WhatsApp) se duolstdl i daladl (ganivg gussaadl o Leal oo cmlidl e
Ao Woleell Aaubs e Cadony 3 (90 Gugiad! e ¥ malasiwl Gl ¢ sumall ol il
o OF Al Ayl el LS pandl Slis (o ST 2y smimall Ogacintun ad! HLS 258 (T cLaos
Lol camatdl sgagll Jie Appandl Blighy ¥y 3eapll aluzinl (WhatsApp) e duolsdll JISAT pal
olelS +Lawsl Ose b nasaadl o Ayl oy ol LS udl Hlim g MYl 3d (gud 4T SLa pusiud
Slagyldl Jed (o aad @ ol alasiwl @ilxs Osdglxsy Apelain¥l BleY! aa 38155 L
e lazsY]

Lelois | (Aogaudl (WhatsApp (G« g9alll Jha gl + dueamliad] cledST

Abstract: This study attempts to examine the use of WhatsApp communication
among the Saudis from a sociolinguistic point of view. The study aims at
investigating the nature of this communication through studying its most prominent
functions, forms of language, and social contexts. The data were analyzed
quantitatively, and categorized based on three main axes: the functions, linguistic
forms and social contexts of the Saudi linguistic communication on WhatsApp. The
results of the study revealed that the Saudis use slang language on WhatsApp at a
higher rate than the standard language. It also found that the use of these two levels
depends on the conversation and its formalization degree. However, the results
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showed that the older persons use the standard language more than the younger
ones. The study has found that one of the most important forms of communication on
WhatsApp is the use of emoticons, which are used more frequently among students
and young people. Moreover, results showed how socio-cultural values affecting the
way Suadis make certain language choices on WhatsApp, by avoiding any
expressions that are considered social taboos.
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