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Medical confidentiality between restriction and release
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Abstract:

The commitment to the medical secret is one of the most important
obligations of the doctor, and at the same time one of the most important rights
guaranteed by the Algerian legislator for the patient, because respecting his secrets
is one of his most important personal rights. The doctor, by virtue of his work,
knows many of the patient’s secrets, whether he discovered them himself or told to

him during the medical examination. It is the duty of the doctor to preserve the
privacy of the patient and not to prejudice his dignity by keeping secrets entrusted
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to him. However, there are exceptions that allow the doctor to disclose these
secrets, whether this is for the public interest or the private interest of the patient or
his rights holders, provided that they are in accordance with the general principles
of the law.

Key words: Medical secret, Absolute commitment, Relative commitment,
Criminal disclosure , Reasons for permissibility, Public interest, Private interest.
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