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Abstract:

Different opinions have emerged regardmg the origins of African Black literature,
with various studies exploring it. This led some Orientalists to deny the existence
of this literature, while others linked it to the early contact between West Africa
and Latin American and Western European writers. However, a careful
examination of its origins reveals its ancient roots, as it is closely associated with
the Islamic kingdoms that emerged in the rdglon. One of the Most prominent
among them is the Kingdom of Mali, founded in the the 7th century AH (13th
century CE?

The literary movement in the Kingdom of Mali was embodied through the
emergence of a group of oral historians who undertook the task of documentation
and literary writing. Their works took the form of epics, chants, and poems that
immortalized the achievements of kings, military leaders, and African tribal
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chiefs. Consequently, these narratives were deeply ingrained in the African
memory and recited in the courts of kings throughout Sub-Saharan Africa.

Based on that, our study aims to highlight the role of oral historians in
dealing with this literature and refute the claims made by Orientalist writings. We
examine their contributions to the development of religious, cultural, social, and
even political aspects of African society, particularly in West Africa under the
authority of the Islamic Kingdom of Mali. This study necessitates the use of a
comprehensivehistorical approach encompassing chronological and critical
dimensions to address the theme and answer the posed problematic
Keywords: Kingdom of Mali; Oral historians; Preservation of history; Tribal
leaders; Epics and chants.
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