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Abstract:

This study aims to introduce the concept of secularism and its
connection to rationality and democracy from the point of view of
Fouad Zakaria, who called for its strong adoption as the only way to
the hoped-for Arab renaissance. It reviews the justifications and
arguments that he put forward in this call, especially in his arguments
with the Islamic trend. It focused on the debate about the impact of
secularism on identity as seen by the Islamic current as a
continuation of a Western tradition that has its time, place, and
motives that do not fit the Arab reality because this reality is not
similar to the Western experience, neither in its justifications, nor in
its goals, nor in its time, in addition to its contradiction with Islam.

The study showed that this controversy between Zakaria and the
Islamic current mainly illustrates his adoption of the a priori position,
whether in his call for secularism or in his rejection of Islam,
following the path of Arab secularists in rejecting everything related
to Islam and accepting everything related to secularism, which is
clear through these propositions about an exclusionary mentality it
does not fit even with secularism itself. At the same time, he did not
present the methodologies or mechanisms for consolidating
secularism and democracy in the Arab society so that it would rise.
This explains the reasons that led to the failure to present a viable
vision for the renaissance during the past two centuries, or to agree
on a common denominator between the two currents, due to this type
of proposition and debate, their nature, mechanisms, contradictions,
and even the entrenchment of hostility between them.

Keywords: Secularism, Democracy, Rationalism, Political
Islam, Fuad Zakaria.
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