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Abstract:
This paper argues for using the Neo-Classical Realist approach for analyzing Chinese
foreign policy decisions regarding the Belt and Road Initiative, particularly for the
Initiative’s geopolitical repercussions. For this purpose, the paper starts by
discussing the inevitability of Revisionism, and Revisionist Action in the Eurasian
region following the shift in the balance of power due to China’s rocketing economic
reach in BRI countries. The paper then describes the internal decision-making
factors influencing the BRI’s birth and direction, and it follows this with a brief case
study of the indirect Sino-Russian economic competition in Kazakhstan, and the
geopolitical results of this trilateral interaction. Finally, the paper concludes by
restating the importance of the geopolitical component and its repercussions in any
approach to analyzing the BRI.
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