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Abstract:

During the 19th century, Tunisia was subjected to colonial rivalry between European
powers represented in France, Britain, Germany and ltaly .Tunisia's fate was decided at the
first Berlin conference in 1878 and ended up in France's favor in the context of sharing
spheres of influence, so it has been under the French protectorate system since 1881.In
response to this situation, they organized the Armed People's Resistance as a response to the

rejection of occupation throughout the country, led by leaders including Ali ben Khelifa and

Ali ben Ammar El-Ayari, and Despite the failure of resistance to several factors, political
661



T /3

action emerged from 1907 in the Tunisian youth movement, whose demands were: to create
a political system that fits the modern perception of the duties and rights of the governor and
the governed, and to involve the community in the rule of their country and to enact an
independent judiciary that guarantees Tunisians their rights and other multiple political,
economic, social and cultural demands .With the movement's activity increasing, the
occupation authority worked to suppress and restrict it and even exiled its leaders “Ali Bach
Hamba and Abd Abdelaziz Thaalbi”, especially after the events of the so-called “Tramway”
and “El-Zalaj” which ended with bloody events.

Keywords: Tunisia, colonial rivalry, French protectorate, political action, armed resistance.
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