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Abstract :

Mitigation is an interesting
pragmatic concept which has
attracted some attention. It can
usefully be dealt with due to its
relationship  with  several
general communicative
strategies, such as attenuation
and boosting, which are
required for modifying the
strength of speech acts. The
effects of these strategies on,
positively  or  negatively,
effective speech acts are
discussed and exemplified in
this  paper.  Additionally,
reasons for using such strategies
are considered. Further, a range
of linguistic devices, which
could be used to modify the
illocutionary force of speech

acts, is described and
illustrated.
Key words: Mitigation,

illocutionary force, speech acts.
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Jilaogdl sia usss 0B o aSHT o culg caSHl Geag ST LT (Layl Aiall 20,3
Sy LS Loaas @ SO JLad &Lyl B9all (o A1) A all 22N
BLad I (e allas 5159 Lo Lol caumgs () Jiluagdl clls (i yall s 6385 O
(%) Jody LS o1 (Jsas LS tlie collazdl 3 ,3¥) Slaliws] )

ST Sl 598 85030 Aoy 81T yuimy dadi 51,8l o () Lyl 85l iy
o) "hadl Shlal e 1dae Layd esxll e @ sl of cal S
G 2SI Sl WS o 5u5ad e Jand of Sy @) (157 11975 cliaslawg
e Lands
U3 e ea¥ly eIl e 9dle (il
(32) Ledy o)la-39idl audng (1976 g Slaulsag £1975 Glog Jliua,S Uayl lail)
L3l Boall Balsd Apllas bilug alusivl sl Ausas wlishil Akl (33)4
Aalises LIS JladY
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Al Llasll e sae la (Jgas LS (32)

As you say there are a number of important issues.
YKy (I} JURES AETIESY
condemi o baad 6,51 Buslg By sl (33)
Il tell you just one more time sit down.
(4! Gbolxe o)
gl 55| il
i Ggmadl JesSadd! lgal (1)

Ldpall 2ol (e il Bonseraud] Cigiall daid (olasily g lasyl laes Jaf
OSay 1 Gigaadl LAt Sl (o 815Y gusg aliadl HST day duplensyl 4al1 3
$lodsa 1980 (uisS) HISI Jaad &l 89all Cagaly o (assd susiud o
Bd Jas Laiyy waill B8 (o calaly il Laas o (34) o8, JUbl § LoDk (1970
el Lo alusial JM5 oo cldg Clll 1] ¥l dan (10 gz aill SUSII Jad

:Jud)

You are sil ™ ly é,‘,\ XCT <ol (34)
(po8sdl wenty gl Jalall alolies Y1)

Putthe TV™“ on \/jLélﬂleQ;-)aT (35)
(458, J oS clad, usi)

sl el Sy Lassill Giguall Byl il ull calal of oSe

oo odlas o oyl 13 JUL Joae (ad Bwlill il 3 45l 5801 (pa
plasialy quaodl dadll e pad o clidad (i paues Sigimy S of pakd
Blats Logd Lol 298 8y dabaiy ced Lo 13) L s Lial) 85801 (e JBT 89311y 5u8
Laaill o ple blayl 3529 JI (1978) Oswdiidy Oolyr cund aad (pas,ll @il
Adolas 2,a8lg5 Aad quls Ol oSy daas Ll deasdl o ¢l L) S92y adladl
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O s bl Jsiy cols iy Tzeltal dablad) 3l @ IS Jlasl 553
g Laaly b e @ slare¥! Al ggun (o @Sall s (Aaas,ll deaidl) ol
S 3529 e Apole Wl § Laasdl adall g3 Cigiall 1da 929 Juy o
& ol LS (e adainy @b Sue Alia (177 11978 Oganiirly Oly) " £loiz|
Aadally coigiall 8ylzg iy (il Jass Ui Gigsadl LS Jilag ol il
lishiell 45las¥l 5981l agals of Jolas

gzill ilga¥ (o)

iadalny Logas O ¢Sy Jadd (atagaes (nitliwy 28l e 53l a3 patil
z935k) Al (e ols go39 Jaddl Jlgudl :aMISTI JLadl 353

lid deasiwdl @8g,lall gzl wlddl ASTy jdl i) Jlgad! pimy Loy
Dls 1975 Ggwssa 1975 1974 1972 5eSy) JUll derw e lasl) (5,4l
Al Al Jledl daday (1980) 53008 auany 10Sag (1 1982 3150 £1979 Oglyss
29 Lo okl e SISO Jladl 898 Caans of cagdalil Lialaiiul (Ses JilugS
0o S ciioy bwts G Ml Suo be > ) Alliae 3008 A8l puad B el
Sl o e ccDpdadl IS4 of Lo caiog wind Al Aiud) dads g9 dLago
Dl sda of o blall Glharal @)y eMuddl Gaw 38 Siy @l
lia §9 .adime i Lol Lo 13] Y] 3sall Cagals of caasen) JilusS Joad ¥
'31 "CElS el clia cuS aal” Jie Ses L,JM Loctie "3y, J}aﬁ ‘&3@|
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11980) " Jlsall e "Glgo e @,i" [N EVRERTY _t,i " e STl 45, 45T Ak
(349

e (oo muis Joai Lia (38L" LS dmanll ghls> i) & s3y8 Ll
de Ju padsie wuiis e Gormid ¥ Ll aple) Gleral J) o LS (a8l

(sz nnall) 206 yugladl ISl



adidg

*

m."ig fﬂ:.ﬂl il i it 2352-9830 :3.4.5. 2013-8004 :‘._,:'5.3LEJ| tl..x._';’l 02

28t b J) BLYL Loyl ) 2ol ) ads LS oo laiy (olSall cliul
(AW gyl Aegidas y3uyd lalS 19 @3, Asl> (349 :1980) "slesYl oo
Jo> 5058 lagdal § oleadlly ighas 3 Ol Lia Giola cniads J) 8)LaY1 suzs
sl Hlablall llaarad) col3 aldll Al yuad ¥ Fol .codlodall Aagds g9 Lo
EMpdally Glbaaradl uds o cledsd) Gayl Gl alill Al o ausgll
JLad Ll 85l (po izl de olegddl olda Jeag Bpaall ae anll)
593 oy cadalil] cMdall clls alusiwl (37) 5 (36) Ly G gy 2SI
1Sl glud

s
It's still bubbling away is it? sellis ol asls el <1 L (36)
(i 93 Ulolses 7 93)

s
He’s not here huh? S o N la o g2 (37)

(sdsels dolsey plan)

Al ZLAl) Aiadlly olbaatadl i (e pdall 3hi (Gleslas e ¢l
4l Al Jaw 8 (11982 5lsa) el @il huh?, eh.? Right?, OK? Ji)
Class) dilug Jony pas &I ladd (A aeball @uaiadl I3 cDlgdadl o 53008 e
scliall e eddl ol oo 4] Jimss Lo g dadill sda o dasyg ssleedll 353l
1980 y5,8) sLiud! e Ayl caleiiadl Jus Lo @ISl Bolae oye pas Lo Ll
Bl o dgaatl @ il Ll Jlsald Ll i coiamg ol 3219 (249
Jdl § il Camy Lo ole Inll peaialls eelill ells wias sugae il
& aledl e cbolell puzmdd 3ok oo Jelanll dlae s Cugad &1 S
oedd 39 «iSoill 598 Calas| 3 Jwdd! Aadsg 355 cnlBlwdl sda Jia 39 lexdl
9 (38) Ly olilead! 35559 pobeadl sloes Lagd aglesdl yeladl (o puasll gl
:alzel (39)
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The hen's brown is\ n‘tshe? SeliS g ol Ol ady A leull (38)
(LY 1g 3sS seudadl (Al ladlesd! Ladlie Mabs ol wlas)
ceuis ool it ey U3 S (39)
It was because of the tension was n'tic?

(ae ablaze Aalu dueld] Wlie 3 cams nac o Glay sl

cde Bugus o Cae il Azl sda 0w S IR -G NV
il i dazay ¥ 3 peg Jelazll § aS5Lally Lleiad! e dagxddy pelud!
die 631 dalse dI sLis¥l Uayl cdlagy iy lagd Gleud! § pusasd! Blelye e
oo Lgmle S a3 OF oSy (@I dolgall (29 cdiediy cdicyuy cDiguall Byl
2 slals il & eMpddl of e sl Slag Lsalll Lauall Guldl aall
Anlm) yelde (oo aaly (@ISI Jladl 855 (o it O Sy Joala muis go Glgae
aoladl ols] Cabolazlly aumadll Jie

Bacball eMudall e Jus yepd 6ly (a8ls ol Gagl s cduwas wudgll 39
:(40) oy Blewed! § bl Jlgeadl 1da J) Hlas) @ISl Balase oo W3l pa3 ¥

e N
That's my brushis ~ n'tit? felds Ll (laye ells (40)

(Layas BLayd cronsial Lel clad (G Laloy cdbolies oS &lia)

igd Jpddl cana 1A ale¥l US4 mladl Glad! § USTN Jad sl
s p9) o I zlimy Uayl Lesyg c@ld) 055y ddl eleo 148G cullazsg
Jus ¥ adally LSl «(dazd Iyl ) @il cld edlgdally 508 Llasy (&1 casllagll
a3 ) el s AL Al s e el oo @Sl L of Bolaw e
e Cox Jodd) 4 by ddl ISI) Jaall dads 99 Jodadl dadsy o Gy
S St a3yl Boall Caglals of CBlass] § abil) 2liudl) delall casllsgll wal
A ol Lyliae ol ol (layla of delio pudis ol 3 Al ells ol sl 4 Ala, Ll
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245 2Ll aead) sia of mislsdl ey yel o Bummsyims iy Josdd Lslias o
Aol 2ld) JLasdl clld 8 Loy (oUST) JLadl (0 g9ii0g S due ao dzlols
cduleg (40) — (36) syl mlildl § miany LS ) 3y,0ldl Jlas¥l cllisy
Lhso of LSt aegis oo SIS Laylizel § cdlpdall 2,80 2adlie of pus of ¥
IS JLadl 0 8,08 £ 155l Lbolisy) i o0 alsall Layily

13) IST1 JLadd Al B5all (o canias O Sy 631 Lgmt Jilug lia
clls soull lda 6355 o Say JUL) Jues (b Asslin @bl § conzial e
Aelair) lus 3y Glad! e gazadl i gl mllall agas @1 il
plaziuly cdelall Bisy (Jamall Gl oSy Lgmall @loall clls Aial (a9
G Slea¥l 2y celawed ] JLadY) Ligig cone it Jis dpasddl e slaall
sl Jlesl @AST Junmany Lede LY (Sasg « Slazsly (347 :1980) Ljs58 Lxisss
Jlas¥l 58 Calagsy Lealusiwl Sy Jilug (B9 (213 -195 11978) (guuiinly
AT

@ S dalasy (ST Jaad slasyl B9all Blassy (31 GuS,5 cansl oof a9l
BLayl wld adl e e Jotdd @l uSTAN (0 £95 99 (ol Gillas]]
:Jie cnotun o WBgudl byl
Al s o e Ls> e o=l a2 oo
Not unlikely, not unhappy, not unreasonable.

e Wshang 5,80 Lely cavoss @) LSl sda Jil JSU 391 s L GlLe
@l el Gyl 4 Aag U MST) J28 5958 las| (§ (1975) Ll s >
08y Blead! o Slie 5 Aalaill bl oy Laylaly @) el gag Lalins e
1(42) o3 3ledly (41)
The relationship here is not JSUlie O couad Lia 48]l (41)

unproblematic
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Wfalg o il !
(ciall Ubolio olns)
The relationship here is problematic. Alass L 48Ma]l (42)

G 8ol ells oo Anall 598 J8T Aelo oo pn (41) 03 Blead! O J 9
Al J) not un- 4 Gerad| o SA Wls| Sy 10Sag (42) 8, Bled! Labssy
ALyl 85l alasy Lalusial oSay 1 &gl ol
Aeezall lga¥l (7)

Colasy Lottt (3Sas G Buaeall culgadl Yoo AST Lsdlie § caoieral
(o1 = 31sa) clayall el J) 5,Ladl "Aesill Cidis” pllms Zslai¥l 9all
cosea) el e DI Leamall oliall o Y8 aasll Caass ool Ledis
6331 yuoliall panss (1980 55,8 £1978 58uls 584! £1975 590 $1975 LuSyius
Aol &I Lia audluvg . ol Y1 Sl mllayas (1972) 058 705> Lole @bl &I
Sy adle @ Azl el bls g dueyd 3I¥s lid S o0
ISl g A gl Aedid! lidses (1)
@ISl cllaazs e sl Lalasiwl oSy @) Zeazall lgod¥l o S sue Sla
@Sl JeSs e 10 Slen¥l sda (amy 3559 2SI Jladl (oo Jad (oguasy
S Apezmall Slas¥l clls @l sda ) iy Lausyn &1 Lnadll dluas
LS A s 2ial g audyall A agll ¢ Mw‘xmbmﬁu\w
in my u’b Qo It seems to me "J gu " Jie e (ol 1A ausild QI
oaA3 o | guess ol Gl .l gather L}n\ Gl Jie dualied pwalls copinion
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9 (43) o8, Blewd! @ ot LS (I reckon sazef BT ol suppose

It's rather good | suppose Lo as J suus Ll aazel (43)

(8SaS e Gla o Ublis 320)

5305 91 oy Gl @Sl llaazs e (6,391 Slga¥l) jany 3955 6531 Al (10
cagall ells Laudl Slos¥ 558 Atel (e dgaall zuss3y Loy il g ddl IS aa!
e 355 p 51 Ulnien (Sl (35, o 2Kl L) s g
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unless | clagd clud 13 ¥) (if I'm not mistaken UGlazs ST @d 13
10unless | heard itincorrectly Glas Lgasw 13 ¥| .misunderstood you
saelud! gomi gl Aaadl Slindses (2)
Azsll lsall a8 3 LayS3 )9 &1 wlayall fe agaadl agas off Layl (Say

il el alaraly cll3g (IS Jad s of Cdlass] ogar poludl g
you know "yai il " Bylad j@dhe (Flaixly Got Bliw § Lalaziwl by
(53) @3, JUilly (1975 Glog «Jlwa,S Llail) Lagall sda Jil Geosly Yl pual
e il clgo¥ 3,8 Atel e sae Uayl dsall sia J) oty LS (s
ifit's 848 cuelio ey cuwy @ 13] (if you wouldn'tmind - aile e (S o1 13)]
if you are sure thatit's OK U3 4:18s] ¢y 138 <aS 13] cnot too much trouble
LS lgsd opo cabaldd dupags oIS Jladl day GU o wlayall sda Geud b ole
Jladl e 651 lid ae Uiyl 535 o Sy Ll a2 (348 :1980) jspd <Us I L
1(44) 3, JUll (0 iz LS 2D
Il call in after lunch if you like. U3 caes T 13) sl ey 031 Cagu (44)
(e bl 3iu0)

lasy elulS @Sl ae ggladdl J) dallasy aaladl 22y (de JUbl 1da 35S,
Ostall e poladl 3yu8 b Jie3 i (45) 08 Bl potdy Largy 5Ll 52l
Al B9all (o Joad &1 B1YI Ll
Perhaps you could open this for me. L",\.>-| oo Ida s cliay Ly (45)
(4155 4] B A odolins Jss)
il g 9l Sgizell gmi Aol Aaaill milindsea (3)

9 Aol Al ladss cadsgs LIS (e oS I Glall (e sue i
oo oS G Dlga¥l (e Aegazme lia o WS &l 55all Blasy geaxl
G alsall ells Jre Slie 4 S of pasle ail ggr=ll e (Sl LIS
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ISSN: 2352-9830, EISSN: 2600-6898 I e
Lulal 9 i pitdl duiieddf
Ladldl Jlas¥l alusinl (Sag Adsiudl 7k LT (128 :1980) Ogly Lole Gl
possibly, probably (is 4.8,l31 &fyLadl ¢liSg could, may and might Jie 4.8 ,all
Caeais 505 woglad e Slis (46) @8y JULI sy dsley .o, lia (il and likely
Al 55

Such a move might anger much of Black Africa.

(Gamsm 50085 § fse)
Tre 9 Gess Sy Al S dsalll cleo¥l el Alall 3,8 clgo¥l (e
Aeniadl e Alesdl Gl ALY Jadds .l b e LLaAN G Ayt
e Jelgd ) 48LsYL callegedly, reportedly, presumably and supposedly Jia
csuggest =&, .maintain (f£uy cclaim @ejy cargue  Fim Jie Jlasi e sl
_lasl) according to X and X's view or opinion ... 1,3 dg of ... Lidg Jie ol)lies
Blasly peas Gl gmall sdd alisl (48) 9 (47) Ledy LBLudl (oyas9 (oLl 3lsa
i e iy sl b
She’s supposedly the best .ewall § sl Juadl Ll (o 5iay (47)
mathematician
(Al aleoy LaBLL (D))
Critics claim the play is badly .sow JSdn & yull z1,5] @3 41 sladl e, (48)
directed.
(dasiio Lblas Giie)
JSadl s JY el e 5555 Ayl b cilgsl o 221 Aegame Cllia
Lazmall Slayall (o daslall sda () (ealiy Slasyl dlead wlulS daaxdly
coutwardly G,alls .ostensibly U,alls .on the face of it jalslally LuS> ) Jis
U,laig o superficially Gzl w cstrictly speaking syus=ill 429 (Je cnominally Lol
BIoY JlieS )3ey8 La)S3 (&llg technically "lGé,>" dlaal J) 48LsYL theoretically
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5540l ilaoly oloyall sda te psds (349 11980) Al 55all Aabals ol is|
(A8l aas @ (p09) Laya> oldy ollasxs oSl g 4l JI 5Ly I e EIE Sy

A AU yopal dinnd dacs of 50835 L

Theoretically he should have left by now. o ale 4l Y L,lai (49)
Technically you're wrong. s cal (s> (50)
Strictly speaking this is my desk not .claSe udy | uuzs S Ida (51)

yours.
Superficially this is an insect. BSydi> oda limhw (52)
Bllaad] il g s J1 elio¥1 8lal i Al oYl o 2l S

skl Bl e Ly Aazall
oo hags ol (Say (&I ‘MJLJ\HJLM\JLW@\ aall sda (| (s

Apasll s craus 3)5 G poliall Blas| I (e JSS IS Jas! 4.:}@}(\ Bgall
Jl cquite Lo u> J) cpretty 12> fairly Lo a> ) a8l clladl ells dlial o9
somewhat Lo u> J| (rather Lo o>
b all lladl sda gus e (53) 0y Bl pud
olad LS ¥l da (e 13 causle BT (53)

I'm pretty angry about this you know.
(pisels by ela)

05 el 51 Bl CBlassly a3 apall sda of JI 5L s s
a Silag just dazs el 3T LY . qumstll aISII Jad Saima ol Loge aulis 3ok
1(54) @8, Jull 3 bit
s J s o aad oSy Ja (54)

Could you just shove up a bit?

(3,1 e 4l ol )
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dalastl olga¥ll (o)
L) bl el 3ams @ sl clead of Lyl shlal pan cla
Aouds G OIS daall dpeal Blas) ol (audad Lalasiwl oSey @1y (Gl
Llsy| oIS Jaill ggimd od il J1 8,La01 3oyl ope 391 1 i Lo Wles
by the way "awld " Jie cilayae Aol oda ga35 489 ale JSCay Gllasdly sy
while | think of it or La,Sisl of Led ,S81 Leaie cincidentally (assle goi oo
& s syleiels Laclyg il Lo cigas L) that reminds me 3,S\i; |ia cremember
(174 11978 Oguiials Osle) il 1 e s olakie) J) 4T Less gounsll
all ol Slgal Lajlirely CuSTAN o1 guall sda Ogudicly Ogly aimy
3 gaiose I Jomig ollatal 45l poladl wdiay 03 Lo de Hldaedl e Ju5 Co
IS Jad 893 oy Hliae¥ly oSl of auall sda agas ady 113 § 3=l 4l
38 o Jall i ol bl U G 333l ells Cdlaa] ) ey (JU ez
(1981) g Lell Jumss 1 mliledl coadsy ylgond! (3 @Sl LAY (g, N sl
V2 L IS (o aSY1 cl5¥ Lpasats 1 bl codlad o J) JUll dosws e
2 o0 go Ldall WAL Clial Lealagy 2l B5all Blasy Lulbhs Al
OLBLtl auaig Aol dulelasy dpmnd 48N oanziy > adray (ros 193
s Al g il ot ) 5,301 i llall L At (56)s (55) Les,
Aliall el @lgol Lonas @y oAzl L sda alasiawly U3
Sz Ja bl (Shhe Bue Cgudl Jals aa) S155¥1 a8 (o L Mal (55)
Suns (00) ) ollamll ells et s
Hi Ann how's things (several turns follow) by the way have you had time to
type that letter to X yet?
(35,80 Uiboliea Jaadl @il slinel (1o gunc)
ol (Casdmd) cpa il ygn S uay) B g ) — Slya s cda o il Il (56)
TALU okl qudlesd dolie il Ja lo,Sis
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Oh you've had your hair done- it looks great (three turns intervene) oh that
reminds me are you free to babysit tonight?
(Lrisdie bolss day00)

Aalize oMS Jlad¥ dlasyl 89all Cblags] of Asas Slgol caudsss Sy 1dSag
e slio 63T Cilys Aeal Juldsy collasedl cilgs pamy e s gunll badud cdug,
lgo¥l o Aegama e Jusaatlly LY (Sasg Lagads o2y (G L, ) Anaal)
(1975) claslawy (idd Jleel @ (21,21 sda Gudmd Lolaxinl S &
(1976) s (laelsas
EPHES )

adde Eo> oo Ayl ] 7l Sy dudag mie Jols pgide 9o caygdaldll

sl oo Lo cagalill atary Fgad ASY Lyl 598l Jotad climslialy
L AaSLl 3 Lol B5all Jyintd cntmaslial oo Busly (2 &1 (Beall Cilags)
AUSIN sl 898 8505 of Agds Al il g3

OSay laglae auds dus (1975) Lulye ool plumsliud] glila gumw
Tl ezt $18 & Jaily galiass¥ls laall Jalsall ol o Lidos
cAdglaadl el Ay oo US pag AauBs pe of Aaale of Ao 13 p ol a3 (0
2oladl g @ISl oLl e pad o A tl Aalsg eloly laglall ol pgas L S
ST JLadl Agasy Aludl Aylall SIS Jladl 548 Colays| Alac uai 108y
oo ldg anladl g @Sxeld Ales¥) jeladl oo sl Aliws Anlay¥! 243l
Jladl Lsa5 Aulae puds (S ¥ (63T Aol (pag Lo A8Mall cluolas 8L J2 1
sy Laylizely ¥ cApley¥) 2dldl IS JLadl Blass g Aedudl dusladl SIS
R UM PRUNESIN IR WIS ([P DAL

Oz A ila 3ax5 O (Say (S Lsalll Sloadl (e A gazme Ciiog s
dl g% oF ¥ casiias @l ol 3] clpay Juolodd! Bukes 41945 o0 oy i oS5 o
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@,_u Jad e Zalusll oloa¥l sda Gglad gie (wSay of (v 3oeay 1Y dog il e
LSy dazeall cbigdlly (gl il ualsn oIS (6,3Y Lalus] cilgs¥l 33a5 uas
sie Jldl g LS el Y1 lalas) Juad 48 o casly Gelaie § i J i
33,01 (o S 5By (gt il plusisly Shgall (e sue e Syt Golain ¢ L
Jlaall Jialgall (2 gaall LM clopuddl sda o el ¥y Jaslll p2g Jaslll
S5 s Bayde Sl e Blusdl sl 058l Lzudy (&1 bolas¥l yinzas ¥y
Okl 4 s s S Cllasd)

3L Ball JoaS Sl Ciimg oe adeed catale cuilads J) 8,LaY) juzs
B S Caimg Lo sty ol 4850 sia 3 Legle STl @I oy dlaly
ot Al 89l Joo laglall Jai 3 wladl dasillyg us] Jiamsy « Juolss 4l
Wshaie Bylee dlass) of Bogas JUll Juw (e Savg Lo Blewe § ST Jladl 1o

&35 OF (Seay elSaoll @L,_Il Sgaall oo paast ol el Ciguny Lee st o
oo Yot alanadl sl Hlas ) Jan uad plin e hladl ol o SAl
sin g @ISl Al 358 (ogiaty Cloglas e Bead of clesl Hlusl zmiuadll
ALAL Al asladyl alead s ) wds LS Glas cauaall

oeid (355 4ad ALl Slaglaell Lgumdl Aadally A5l Abaill Jaws
Lsatld lgal 0985 Loy clagal ilgal daulsg SlBleudl (any § gl of ST
dl oLl Cdbard damall @loyall e syl 3T wpass o) g3l @bl @
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