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Abstract:

The Umayyads in Al-Andalus relied heavily on their mawali to manage the
political and administrative affairs of the state. They entrusted government and
administrative positions to specific families of mawali whose client-relationship
with the Umayyads had begun in the Mashriq when the caliphate was still based in
Damascus. Among the most important of these families were the Banii Mughith,

Banii Shahid, Banai Abi ‘Abduh, and the Banii Hadir, whose members occupied the
posts of wazir, hajib, sahib al-stiq, sahib al-khayl, and khazzan.
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