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ABSTRACT:

The following essay lays out the theoretical debate on
state- building, by drawing two different schools of thought, The
first one, an “Institutional Approach” closely related to the
Weberian conception of the state, focuses more on building
state institutions as a keystone on the construction process,
advocates that state-building activities do not necessarily
require a concomitant nation-building effort. The second a
“Legitimacy Approach” influenced by Durkheimian sociology,
recognizes the need to consolidate central state institutions.
However, it puts more emphasis on the importance of socio-
political cohesion as a necessary element for state
reconstruction process.

Keywords : State-building, Nation-building, Institutionalist
Approach, Legitimacy Approach, Socio-political Cohesion
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