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Summary:

The Constitution of 1996 as amended in 2016 is rich in principles of
local administrative organization based on democracy and social justice.
Accordingly, it has defined the local bodies within which it operates,
although it gave more importance to the municipality as the grassroots
group. It stipulated that local democracy can be exercised only within the
framework of an elected assembly, which is the place for the participation
of local citizens in the conduct of their public affairs. However, this
democracy cannot be achieved unless it enjoys autonomy which constitutes
the origin and the central administrative guardianship the exception. These
were the constitutional foundations on which the local administration in
Algeria lay. That is why the legal texts strive to strike a balance between
the respect of the central administrative guardianship of the local people's
participation democracy and its independence through its consecration in the
local administration bodies in terms of establishment and functioning.

Keywords: Constitution, participatory democracy, local bodies,
independence, administrative guardianship.
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