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Military cities in the Algeria antique and their role in preserving
the stability of the region
“Models from the Saharan Atlas: Biskra, Djelfa, EI-Bayadh”
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Abstract:

Romans worked on preparing a defensive fortification and
military architecture based on the foundations, with the main goal to
control the North African region in terms of security. They took many
preventive measures to repel the danger of enemies, such as the Limes
line, which is the boundary between the lands of the Roman Empire
and the lands of the enemies, either natural like mountains and valleys
or artificial like roads and military centers. They also took special
security measures to establish three lines, which are the coastal
defensive line, the internal defensive line, and the southern defensive
line. The Roman Empire also established many colonies in strategic
places that allowed the exploitation of lands and control of the
movements of the inhabitants. In addition, the development of a
military policy closely linked to defensive architecture and to protect
the Roman provinces and settlements. This is why they built many
military centers in all regions of the mountains, the high plateaus and
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the rugged paths. Consequently, a large urban fabric was created, such
as the trench Fosstum, the Towers Turres, the forts Burgi and the
Castles Castella, for the purpose of securing transportation, and
confronting any danger by notifying the major military centers of the
coming danger. According to ancient Greek material sources, the
presence of the Romans in the Algerian desert, in the area of Demidi
Demd, currently in Massad, in the department of Djelfa, where they
established a fortress as an advanced defensive, military and economic
center. Its aim is to avoid raids on Roman cities and villages located in
the north by the rebel Berbers of the Sahara, as it is the case of
Tahouda Castle in Biskra, as well as Qasr Stitine in ElI Bayadh. The
aim of this research paper is to attempt to show the importance of
these fortified cities and light their role in changing the political
course of North Africa, Algeria in particular.

Keywords: Antique urbanism; defensive cities; fortified cities; Limes line ;
defensive architecture; Castles; Towers Turres; Saharan Atlas.
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