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The role of Wakfs’ documents in the study of cities planning and
urban organization: The city of Algiers The model
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ABSTRACT :

The Wakfs’ documents had greatly contributed to urban
studies which were put forward by numerous researchers which we
were able to restore the topographic drawing of the typical Arabic city
and defining its urban landmarks, because it carefully underscores
everything that relates to the endowment establishments. Besides, it is
an important source of knowledge about the history of city urbanism
as in the case of the city of Algiers during the Ottoman era.

Here in our study, we are trying to find out how the
endowment documents contained within the records of the legal
tribunal courts had contributed to the Algerian national Archives in
identifying the urbanization of the city of Algiers and its urban
organization during the Ottoman era, by highlighting the many varied
and accurate data about the urban landmarks in terms of location,
zoning, naming and changes or transformation that had occurred to it
as well as the data it provides us about the city’s urban growth or its
shrinkage , we have also included some models to show what it
represents in religious establishments and by having many of them,
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our focus simply fell on models from Bashas Mosques endowments
and its associated facilities.

Keywords: Wakfs’ documents, city urbanism, urban organization, the city
of Algiers, the Ottoman era, Bashas mosques’ endowment, Wakf’s
Institution, urban associates, space, urban infrastructure.
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(8)_ Albert Devoulx, «Les edifices religieux de I’ancien Alger» , Revue Africaine,
Volume 7, 1863, p p 102-103 et 107.
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@D Henri Klein, feuillet d’el-djzair, comite de la vieil Alger(1910), tome 1 et 2,

tome 1, edition du Tell, Blida, Alger, 2003, , p p 55-66.
@2_ A.0.M., Rapport, F80/1082, Alger 1837, p 16.
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@_R. Lespes, Les Alger, esquisse de géographie urbain, introduction au plan
d’agrandissement et d’embellissement de la ville d’Alger, maison Bastide-Jourdane,
1925.
@D_E. Pasquali, «L’évolution de la rue musulmane d’El-Djezair», documents
Algériennes, synthése de I’activité Algérienne ; 1% janvier 1955-31 décembre 1955,
pp 175-190.
@%_ Marcel Emerit, «Les quartiers commergants d’Alger a I’époque turque,
Algeria, février 1952, XX année, nouvelle série N° 25, p p 6-13.
@9_ André Raymand, Villes arabe, Op-cit, p 38.
G9_Albert Devoulx, Alger etude archéologique et topografique au époque romaine,
arabe et turque, manuscript que 1’auteur avait élaboré pou postuler au prix de
I’ Académie algérienne institute le 31 mars 1870dans le cadre de I”encouragement
des recherché historique relatve a I’éruddition archéologique.
El Djazair histoire d’une cité d’Icosium a Alger, Edition criyique présentée par
Bedredine Belkadi et Mustapha Benhamouche, ENAG Editions, Alger, 2003.
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2. Aumerat, J.F, « La propriété urbaine a Alger », Revue Africaine, Vol. 42, 1898,
p 168.
3)_ Robert Mantran, Istanbul dans la seconde moiti¢ du XVII° siécle. Essai
d’histoire institutionale économique et sociale, thése principale de doctorat, librairie
Adrien Maisonneuve , Paris VI, 1962 ,p 171.

A OV e seb b LaeV) Lael 13) Lo alls (3 ol Ly 3y &F (3 gdbinns Biglae 5 2 —
Sy @y Al 0l & & pad) Flall s L o ol damd) IS Lkt S )
sl e gl_@\j JW L) 1l Lol alall olad) g3 porl 5 s g5 (3 ol cidladll plamil e
W) whazs ¥ ) Bl SLad) Jan A bsan s OF S0 a3 oo &JT OF ST 501 Vs
aggles il ol el ) pus” A sl 3 B s 90 05 G (el Lk

80-79 o o ol g M (3 ptns
9. Faruk Bilici, «Les wakfs monétaires a 1’époque ottoman: Droit Hanéfite et

pratique», Revue d’étude du monde musulman et la méditerranée, Foundation
Temimi pour la recherche scientifique et I’information, N° 79-80, 1996, p p 51-59.
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G¥_ Pierre Boyer, La vie quotidien a Alger a la veille de l'intervention francaise,
Hachette, Paris, 1963, p 51.
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(69 André Raymond, «La conquéte ottomane et développement des grandes villes
arabes», Revue de I’Occident musulman et de la Méditerranée, Remmm, N° 27,
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1979, pp 115-134.
http://www.persee.fr/web/reues/home/prexript/article/remmm_0035-
1474 1979 num 27 1 1845.», p p 123-130.
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(63)_ Sakina Missoum, Alger a 1’époque ottomane, la médina et la maison
traditionnelle, Inas, Alger 2003 , p 170.
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Tal Shuval, la Ville d’Alger ver la fin du XVIII siécle: population et cadre urbaine,
CNRS, Paris, 1998, p p 195-196.
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Devoulx, Rerue Africaine, 1865, p p 443-457. : by .»1868 ...
3)_ Devoulx, Alger..., Op.cit, p 217.
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®_ Samia Chergui, «Le wakf et 'urbanisation et 1’urbanisation d’Alger a 1’époque

ottomane» Insaniyat, N° 44-45, 2009, p(21-32) p 26. Mise en line le 10 avril 2012,
consulté le 7 mai 2015/ URL : http://insaniyat.revues.org/302, p p 28-29.
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®D_ Samia Chergui, Ibid, p 27.
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