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Abstract:

Many factors influenced the Algerian architecture in the ottoman era, and
contributed greatly in the form of its appearance at that time. Its architectural
elements were created to perform defined functions, appropriate with the
environment of this architecture in order to ensure comfort to its dwellers, since
by necessity the culture of a community influences the architecture of its region,
given that its houses are built according to hereditary traditions appropriate with
the accustomed behavior, which are considered as obligatory, therefore the
architecture is the mirror reflecting the culture of a community in a defined period.
Consequently, we have opted to tackle the religious side with which the Algerian
architecture interacted during the ottoman era, in fact it was considerably
influenced by it as reflected in the form and function of its architectural elements,
except for its structural role, since we notice a similarity between the
constructions of this architecture in terms of general form, they were designed to
be appropriate with the Islamic doctrine in one of its sides, and this is this Islamic
doctrine which organized the life of its population according to rules governing
their behaviors in different domains, such as the rules of construction which
impose defined conditions on building. Therefore all constructions of the city are
similar, since they are subject to the same conditions known as constructional
tradition, and the prophet Hadith “no harm no foul” is the basic Islamic reference
in the management of the construction operation, since it prevents conducting any
act which may cause prejudice or harm to the rights of the neighbors, in particular
in a city characterized by a compact architectural tissue like the city of Algiers.
Malek Ibn Nabi defined the civilization as being the outcome of a live idea
impressed on a community in a defined era, allowing it to enter the history
through it, this community builds its intellectual system according to its selected
typical specimen, hence making it distinguished amongst the other cultures and
civilizations, and this is consistent with the Algerian architecture in the Ottoman
era, which we selected to deal about the domain of accustomed tradition relying
basically on the architectural doctrine, in order to highlight the importance of
Islamic sciences in architecture and this latter is the mirror of any civilization.

Keywords : architecture; Algiers; ottoman era; architectural doctrine;
jurisprudence.
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