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Manifestations of the Self and Representations of the
Other in the Poetry Collection of Antara Ibn Shaddad
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Abstract:

The terms of the self and the other have received the attention of
many scholars and researchers in different fields due to their importance;
considering the fact that the concept of the self is one of the personal traits,
that distinguish a person from others and help him to recognize his self-
worth and the corporal, psychological and intellectual constituents of his
personality while “the other” represents all what is external and
independent of the perceived self.
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The poet Antara Ibn Shaddad sought to confirm the truth of his self
and his identity and challenges all the circumstances to assert his existence
through chivalry, bravery and poetry in order to affirm his self in the Arab
society before Islam and thus withstand its oppression and his deprivation of
his basic rights. While reflecting on the poems of Antara Ibn Shaddad, one
discovers the various forms of conflict between “the self” (Antara Ibn
Shaddad) and “the other” through the poet’s attempt to assert his self and
his social position. This study, therefore, seeks to reveal that conflict and
controversy between the self of the poet “Antara Ibn Shaddad” and the
other, which has various modes, and to highlight the other’s relation with
the self of the poet.

Key words. Self, Other, Antara Ibn Shaddad, Identity, conflict.
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