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The Decisive Impact of Employment Contract Law on the Socialization
of Contract Law
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Abstract:

Modern Society has undergone economic and social changes which have necessitated
state intervention into contracting and enforcing equality between parties. The sovereign
principle of individual intent which lies at the basis of contracting has been increasingly
challenged by the new principle of socialization which has made its way into contracts and
therein affected the exclusive individualism permeating this type of legal documents. The
legal technicalities of employment law, including different sorts of clauses and restrictions,
have inspired modern contract law which, in a move towards socialization, has worked out
similar legal protective mechanisms. While keeping the principle of individual intent essential
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to contracting, contracts and contract law have therefore opened to modernity and to novel
principles defended by employment contracts, such as equality and balance of rights and
responsibilities between parties. This evolution constitutes a good example of how
employment law has contributed to alter legal theory and in particular theory informing
contract law.

Key words: Employment contract, equality, Contract theory, socialization of contracts,
legal protective measures.
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