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The year 2003 is one of the most afflictive dateshie Arabs’
minds, the Arab world had, in effect, been incneglsi hurted as the
various western misdeeds have people in the Ormeribcus. The
Israeli barbarous demeanour seems to become aitelgfinooted
discourse with the Palestinians. Beyond this expee, the Iraki-
American war has broken out to fulfil part of theesterns’ latent
desires towards the Orient. The bloody picturéhien crowned by the
death of the most outstanding oriental advocatdwaed W. Said, the
witness of the Palestinian intellegentsia in Ameerand the world as
well, quits on his disciples in the fall of the yed@hat period would
settle in our world literature as the metaphor afd$ death leaving
behind him the most daring voice to the orientahnio remove the
West second-hand representations and affirm himgebugh
narrative and self-representation.
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Edward W. Said is a complex, yet, a well elaborateidd.
Though neighbouring the Americans ( State and Rg¢opis very
penetrating views has shaken the western biasteeiinview of the “
Other”. His assault on the West, being the agertotdnialism, has
occured in his masterpiece “Orientaliswhere the diachotomy West-
Orient highlights the inaccuracies of a wide variet assumptions. It
also debates various paradigms of thought which amlepted on
individual, academic, and political levels

In its early beginnings “Orientalism” as a conceyats explored
by Said to be the Orient that the European and Aaemwritings are
fraught with, it is the fictitious set of ideas aibdhe “Other” meant to
empower the emerging self-identity of the WestdS=adplains that his
work “Orientalisni does not principally stress the correspondence
between orientalism and the Orient for both “Oeaiti and “Orient”
are man-made areas, but it rather focuses on temal consistency
of orientalism and its ideas about the Orient as$athe individual is
concerned. Therefore a set of definitions has risstorming the
defamatory speech of orientalism. Gyan Prakashsj@aid in his
cause and defines the term as

“ a body of knowledge produced by texts and instnal
practices , responsible for generating authoriatiand
essentializing statements about the Orient, cheniaet by a
mutually  supporting relationship between power and
knowledge.” (Gyan Prakash,1990, p.384)

It is very clear that in the most distinguished &pgan and
American universities orientalism as a scholarlcutline fosters the
European- Atlantic power over the Orient. Saidiatentious attitude
is driven by orientalism as a fundamentally poditidoctrine that
would secure a permanent strong position for thetVideerseas. The
process could be effected through the culturalsures that rise from
the stern sense of difference between the EuropednAsiatic parts
of the world.

The rejection of orientalism is the pivoting idea E. Said
decolonizing theory. But, the ideas above unanityowusll into
guestion the way Said managed to contribute suctoanpus
discourse. The theory may be read in terms of adynset discourse
embodying power and culture. In the process, alemh in its
earliest invasions of the writing practices ofaroked peoples, the
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colonized frequently reproduced western discoutseshow up their
characterizing oriental cultures. The act refens,tloe one hand to
those who leant upon imitation to repel western idamce by
justifying their abilities to become modern, forpdernity is not the
proper hold of the west. On the other hand, theee those who
contended with the mimetic approach by insistingtanpure value of
oriental culture.

In fact, rejecting mimesis is to be well considerddr such
approach would be implicitly loaded with thdtaral prejudices to
annoy the oriental reader. Yet, the other standdrsl method would
fail due to the possible misunderstanding of theterm reader.

E W. Said’s remedy occurred along his search foroper style
to express one of the noblest causes that a manembapdy in his
bosom, his cosmopolitanism led him to discover MlicRoucault’s
views of “Power”. M. Foucault describes power natyoin terms of
its repressing function but rather as potentianof knowledge and
pleasure. E. Said is more attracted by M. Foucabltth constructive
product of the hegemonic power and the physicakeption of a
realm for the social formations in which the teate produced and
consumed in order to appreciate the pleasure wgedéom them.
The implementing of this optimistic view is refledt through the
power structure of orientalism as a discourse, @ginment is
intricately achieved unless the writer and the eeachdergo the same
predicament . E.Said’s work, indeed, suggests nikscapibility and
irresistibility of orientalism when being that

“other” that the West describes from afar.

Yet, M. Foucault's theory of power helped E. Sasthblish the
causality between the west’'s discriminating powed aéhe oriental
culture. In_Culture And Imperialisngaid views culture as the vehicle
for the imperialist venture beyond being an arearbfand learning.
Connecting Joseph Conrad’s Heart Of Darknesis this enterprise
Said holds him reprehensible of depicting nativeopbes as
“marginally visible” and “people without historyConrad in this case
is not regarded as an imperialist, it is so thowjHor the salient aim
to display to the world how deeply convincing dre tvestern clichés
about Africa and South America even to a non-Ehdllie J. Conrad.

The intellectual practice of decolonization as iearrout by
E.W.Said has reshaped the world mind as orientalplpe are
concerned, they has always been described stgtioatided and
vastly inferior in thought to the westerns. His otar-attack departs
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fundamentally from the way the English, French, afherican

scholars have approached the Arab societies ofhN&irica and the
Middle East. Sternly, he demonstrated how mearsngreated by the
orientalist literati elite assigned to be the higiowledgeable agent,
So he states:

“(orientalism) is a distribution of geopolitical areness into
aesthetic, scholarly, economic, sociological, histd, and
psychological texts,..., it is , above all, a dissmushaped to
a degree by the exchange with power political(ash wi
colonial or imperial establishment), power intelied(as
with reigning sciences like comparative linguistiagatomy,
or any other modern policy science), power cul(asalith
orthodoxies and canons of tastes, texts, valuesyyep
moral(as with ideas about what “we” do and whate§th
cannot do or understand as “we” do)” (Edward W.dSai
1994, p.12)

Henceforth, Orientalismummarises three major claims,
First of all, orientalism, although professing te lan objective
disinterested field is, in fact, politically cendre
Secondly, orientalism is the main sustaining policyEurope in its
setting of the identity pattern. Self-image is dnawut of the
establishing opposites. to see Islamic culturestatic in both place
and time is to assign the West to the opposite, podzefore, the West
is the dynamic, innovative, expanding culture adl &e the liberty
maker and keeper. Orientalism permeates the vieat testern
imperialism is a matter of redeeming the worldtsfdecadent aspects.
Thirdly, orientalism transmitted to the world aslpicture of Arabs
and Islamic culture. The Orient has always beemmgtéa with
backwardness as it is thought of the hindranceutndn progress in
the sciences, arts, and commerce.
The last word, but never the least, bid farewellthe man whose
pitiless foe like Bernard Lewis -the famous oridista could not
condemn him even when being a citizen of the otlwid. As he was
asked by the newspaper Le Monde at the announcevh&adivard W.
Said’s death B. Lewis answered “ De nisi mortuisilfbonum ” i.e.,
nothing harmful is to be said about the dead.
Edward Said has delivered the Orient and its psoplleen teaching
the world that the “Arab” is never the irrationaimenacing,
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untrustworthy, anti-western, dishonest charactat gerforms in the
orientalist scholarly texts. Nowadays the practioérientalism as
ideology and policy developed by the Occident stadving in a
collapsing trajectory since the western people gewes show out
their compassion to the Arabs’ predicament andr theorn to their
political institution.

Besides, E. Said’'s prowess lies in his project ttaticising the

orientalist thinking does not call for a refutatioh the differences
between the West and the Orient but rather an atrafu of such
differences in a more critical and objective framEo put it

differently, consistency of worlds between the $exmd reality should
be the pursuit which can be achieved only if theeittal” does it by
himself. The message sent to the occidentals &slgick the Orient to
the Orientals not to the Orientalists.
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