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Abstract: The translation of the Holy 
Qur’an is imperative to spread the message 
of Islam, but the multiplicity and 
succession of its translations prove that the 
previous translations did not satisfy some 
translators who are working with 
perseverance to produce an equivalent 
translations that match to the maximum 
extent to the Qur’anic text preserving as 
much as possible its purposes and 
meanings. 

The present study aims at identifying the 
translational methods and strategies 
followed by�the Saudi translator Abdulaziz
Ben Fahd Almubarak to accomplish his 
“Textual translation for the Qur’an the 
Supreme” into English, by analyzing his 
translation of Surah Al-Fatiha as our 
corpus of the study, to reveal to which 
extent his translation achieved equivalence, 
accuracy, and faithfulness to the Qur’anic 
text. 

Keywords: The Qur’an; text; meaning; 
textual translation; literal translation; 
correspondence; equivalence ; faithfulness. 
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“The superscripted suffix-shey” stands 

for the Arabic letter “ IIII ”=����the feminizing-

denotative letter. So,����the word “Opener” is 

feminized in order to reflect the Arabic 

feminine gender of the word, as it is the 

“Mother����” of The Book (The Qur'aan).����Thus, 
the “Mother” is always a feminine gender. 

So “ �%%[�Zא��%%[�Zא��%%[�Zא��%%[�Zא� ” depicts the Beginning, the 
Introduction, succinctly represents The 

Qur'aan as a whole.����It bears multitudes of 

meanings by Qur'aan Commentators.” 
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�������%;Z-و�%�ذא�#%;+;&��و�،u�%�t5%}�א��R3�e�%��61(2�

א��²��%%%%1א�78%%%%"�3ذא�o%%%%�ن��5%%%%}�א#%%%%,�����و�א 8)6%%%%1
NP�א�:و���o_���[�Z؟�א��� �

2.3.4�W�(7%%%H	��%%%��2א��K�W�(7%%%H	��%%%��2א��K�W�(7%%%H	��%%%��2א��K�W�(7%%%H	��%%%��2א��K����%%%-��2�j��%%%P�oذ
#%%%%���Mא��Z]%%%%��:ن�א��)T�u�%%%%7%%%%��:��%%%%�א�
)%%%%<�:ن�����
�O]��א�.#���8	���P:�e3�،I�-0%,�א�Z(8%�א��jא�-&%�����
א����U7O�،����&H)�א�א�	7H)��:و���T�،��2�-0�Rא3�Wن�

?�WR�%%%�2�A%%%��T���J�%%%½;�́�½,J�½;%%%(́©
�©f%%%½7©�½P:́�©U-&_%%%אط́�א�©�%%%ªX
�ª��FV½+©7�ْאF�©<Ã���Vو©́���א��½,J�½;(́©
7E�6`و�M�90-&��وא�?

�����%[�Zא��U%���%&-0��(7H	א�א��(���G�Uو��،����&Hא�
ªX%%�©אط́�و`%%,�T%%%�&א�uא �-5%%��وא�	\%%��Mوא�4&%%�م�T%%���א�?����

��½,J�½;%%%(́©
�©f%%%½7©�½P:́�©U-&_%%%د#%%%��و?�א��&Hאط́��?�א�-&%%%��א�©�%%%ªX
½,J�½;(́©
�©f½7©�½P:́�©U-&_א�����&Hא�-&��א��?F8EK� �

:�%%_�א ��%%,���A%%8��2�j%%���1ل�אtول�n%%��jن����
����%%%`��	8
���Rوt8��%%%2��%%%���%%%>،�א��O�،�(7%%%H	א�

8	��`%��א�-&%���������%&;P�&Nوא��،M��H(���&;9�8Z8#א�Mً��	


K��5��Rوtא� �

� �

� �
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W62��o�Rوtא�,��O� �

By Allah’s name Ar-Rahma’ne Ar-

Rahee’me (The iterative Mercy Giver ) 

��&;P�&Nوא�WE�&-א�F� �

By Allah’s name Ar-Rahman Ar-

Raheem (The multitudinous�mercy Giver)

��U%%%��Y%%%9DP�<8��%%%&8א��"%%%;([�j�u�%%%	א��"%%%	T
���?�Ä%7(o�6%ZO�،I�%Tو�Z������7א��D��JU©7½9&�%א�?�

:�%%%%%����jאtو�R3�Rא %%%%%�&��jא�.)8%%%%%7>��?א�%%%%�&�J,;ª9و�?
�?��(X�Z���’ن��:�Y9DP��7o�،�&;P�&Nא��{.
�>(
�?

��Z\��<#�T�<��A�&�T��&_א�4&�¶�א��j��T�O�b�5`
?,;ª9&�%%%%א���W62��%%%%o�u�%%%%��Rوt�6%%%%אZO�،?(The 

iterative Mercy Giver )���F�W�%&;P�&Nא��j��%�:�،The 

multitudinous mercy GiverE��F��%7(oو�،The 

iterative�W_%%%%%`���%%%%%8א���%%%%%Tא�8&.%%%%%�א�،�و�R3�*%%%%%42�E
�.)���7;15"���5<�א�8&.�א���Ó?��+;%X�j;%"?،�وT%�����א

���"%%��o�j��+;%%\א��W_%%�����9�%%�8��2%%��و��Iu�%%�
���jא��%%
��A%%2���2	�ID7%%H#%%���א�1%%�0ن�א�.%%�-,��%%��
������%%%%7(.��Iu�%%%%��p%%%%;9�u�%%%%H5�%%%%7אن�وא�
#%%%%��0�62ل�

FThe multitudinous�،M�%%N.א��R3�*%%42�6%%&8א��E
و1P��%%%%T)%%%%�����%%%%_א�א�X�"%%%%15;��".%%%%&4%%%%;+��א 	��+%%%%�����

�?o�j��`�5�©�,;ª9��K)��7?و� �

�I�%%��&8א��"%%��o�j�?A%%��%%�H�?��%%��2�Iu%%,�א�)
��W%%%%%���%%�;(
אde);�-&%%���)1%%�0ن�א�.%%�-,�א�8&�6%%א=)���%%5

FIn the name of Allah / God�E �����%1O��%5`��%�:�،
F�%%%%���%%%���2By Allah’s name��%%%��2�6%%%`و�E

�(���.;o���&;O�9	���Mא��`�H�?�M,?�א�8&�����%���%��6%
��&-�;(deא��+� �j���(��1- «in the name of »Kא�)

?�ÄZX���:�J,;ª9&�%א��JU©7½9&א������D%1P��7�%(1P��%1O�?
���%%%%%%7�1yP��%%%%%%H9��%%%%%%&-�;(deא��%%%%%%+��R3��%%%%%%;O�9א�)

��%%%%&;������ Ftranslitaration���W��%%%%%;���&�%%%%���%%%%Tو�،E
jא�8&���6`_א�Wل�T�p;9�·א����� �

 “Ar-Rahman. This is a unique and an 

exclusive proper name of Allah. It is also 

one of the most beautiful other attributive 

names of Allah.” 

�?U©7½9&א��������KxR�%�2z�A%�א#,�
),��O-%��و�%�ص����)
?K�(;75<�א�H^א�A� و`��:-��Vوא�u��:�U���9א�)

x�58��2z � �
�Wh�� As a proper name Ar-Rahman is“و:

not translatable per se.” � �
�?�JU©7½9&�%%א������A%%2ذא��%%Å�A%%P±O�,%%(

8	�W��%%א#%%,����?

x�58��2z�K���(��"��T�*�� �
�?�W��%%	8
?�א#%%,�
)%%,��%%*��א�%%�&�JU©7½9و�%%���&�,��%%�Uא

�¶���,-�12�U��A�5¨�Gن�`_א�:�e3����(��"��T
W�Z\א��W_�� �

“Ar-Rahman indicates favor and help, 

clemency and generosity, goodwill and 

mercy to all Allah’s creatures (including 

even the atheists) in this world.” 

??JU©7½9&�%%%א�����%%%O:&وא��%%%�ن�وא���"%%%VZא��>%%%(
?�2%%%�ل&�
����A%%%�وא�%%%�د�وא�%%%*�وא��&­�I�%%%T�(¬��%%%;7���%%%א�)

�k( א�lذ��j�� Fx�58��2z�?KGא�א���_`�j�EU-� �
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?��7(.��r(�8-��7;O���:�J,;ª9&א���R3��O��E�	O�?
��;O�9�D1P���(1P–���1��%#��%5-:���7o� Jم����&�%T��%1O

����%%%&;�Eא��Z%%%\א��W_%%%��<%%%#�T�<%%%���9�%%%�FThe 

iterative / multitudinous mercy GiverE��6%%`و
��%#�U%��"%o��%�;O	W�1،�و%�2¦����������%��M�%-�O����2

–��W_%`��H9��%��&8א�� J�����?�6%א��&­8���%.%�א�y��?
K>5� א�f(1P���5.��،?�­&א���u�y
3��N.�?و�:� �

3.3.4WEI�-א�F�M��&H�¹�����2א��KWEI�-א�F�M��&H�¹�����2א��KWEI�-א�F�M��&H�¹�����2א��KWEI�-א�F�M��&H�¹�����2א��K 

1.3.3.4WRوtא�-&%%%��א�KWRوtא�-&%%%��א�KWRوtא�-&%%%��א�KWRوtא�-&%%%��א�K����Mد�%%%
E��%%%5`�6%%%
�eدא
�?�M��%%%%H(��Rوt��%%%%��2א�-&%%%%��א�"%%%%;([�ª��ªA%%%%��J,%%%%½Hא�)

J,;ª9&א���JU©7½9&א��?� �
����:��(7%%%%H	א����%%%%HZP�6%%%%`��%%%%`��	8
���?��M��%%%%	א��

KM��H(���&;9�8Z8#eא� �

2.3.3.4�W�%%%%%&;P�&Nא�-&%%%%%��א��K�W�%%%%%&;P�&Nא�-&%%%%%��א��K�W�%%%%%&;P�&Nא�-&%%%%%��א��K�W�%%%%%&;P�&Nא�-&%%%%%��א��K�?���|�©��ªA%%%%%¼(ª��F�%%%%%½7©k�ْא
F�©<ª7�́�©��ْ2אEWR3�����2��Tو�?� �

 “The praise (is) for Allah, the wolrds’ Lord.” 

�������F�"%�Zא���%�is�Eو`1���%��2�6%	���A%P:�*%��،�%و

)%%%%<��3;&%%%%���)%%%%��א�-&%%%%���������%%%%�e�(��<%%%%#�T�<%%%%�
�����6(%Xtא�$5%&�א�jد��%����*%��"�Zو:ن�א��،�&;P0�1א�
و��q3ذ18H;��W�o;,�א ��j�>5א�)�+��אdE);�-&��3ذ�
�����U%%%%%��&�%%%%%��D%%%%%O�،�%%%%%�;O��%%%%%&;�E��%%%%%��2א�%%%%%7"�א�e

�����?��%7(oو?�W1%�ل-�K>%5� %15"�א��"%�Zא8#'�אم�א�is�?
�*�����د�j�Mא�$5&�א������5���U-:�U7O�،6P0�1؟�

&-�%%&Hن�א�\%%;+��א�t��%%����%%5����%%&-�;(de7)%%��אi(���
��F��%%7(.O�A%%;(
�%%��K�%%���e3�,;18%%H2�eis��<%%��fوFو�E

<%%%#�T ����%%%`��%%%��"%%%o;%%%�ن�:ن�	8���%%%O�.���h�9n%%%و�

��.��hو�>�%V����{;%���%`�<#�T	�U%��vא�$5%&������
���%%%%+�א�P0�1%%%%6،�و�.%%%%�Uא���D%%%%#�A8%%%%V8Tא��j�&$5%%%%א�)
א%%%15��E�%%%-�ÆF��%%%&-�;(de"�א �H��>%%%5%%%);,�א�1%%%�ل�������

K�HkO�?FAlmubarak, 2016E� �
�?��%%7(o��%%��:©<ª7�́�%%©��ْא���U%%��*N%%.א��&f��%%#:�6%%&8א��?

���M*N%%o�eא�%%T:��%%�;Oא����%%Tو�U-�%%HZ א�u�%%7(א���z%%9
��I�9و�%%%��u�%%%y
3�R3�n%%%i(-�Gو�eً�%%%���%%%��Jr%%%(-�,%%%(O

�K·א����j����9� �

3.3.3.4�W�%%%&N��&Nא�-&%%%��א��K�W�%%%&N��&Nא�-&%%%��א��K�W�%%%&N��&Nא�-&%%%��א��K�W�%%%&N��&Nא�-&%%%��א��K�?���J,;ª9&�%%%א��JU©7½9&�%%%א�
F3E�,��2�6&8א����HZP��1-�y��������2��1O�?����

��¶�%%%��j�u6%%%&4א���%%%����%%%�;��A%%%�P:�*%%%��،Rوtא�-&%%%��א
?��%%7(o�J,;ª9&�%%א�F�u�%%iO�،?The multitudinous 

mercy Doer�E�Fل��%�The multitudinous mercy 

Giver،�E ����K?�%%%­�(���%%%N. א�"%%%
�Zא�?��%%%;O�9�¦%%%�2و
������u�%%y
E��%%q3��%%1-�yא��W_%%`�R3�W��%%ن���%%.-��%%Tو

���%V82�6%&8�6א�P�%�7(��U.����T�zo:�?��%7(o���57�
J,;ª9&�%%%א�����>%%%(
�f%%%	N-ن�:�A%%%��s�%%%9tن�א�%%%o�U%%%.و��K?

�����R3�M��%&Hא-&%��א����U%����%HZP��7(.(��M�9����2وא

%%%%%%���)n%%%%%%��²��%%%%%%1ن��	yP�6%%%%%%אy�-�e�6%%%%%%o�،�%%%%%%`��0
א��I���&8א 'HZP��%7(.����r(�82�e��Z(8%��،�:و�:ن���

?��%%%%%7(o�J,;ª9&�%%%%%א����I�T�;%%%%%&Hא��j���%%%%%HZP�f%%%%%H;��?
K�wD&Nא��� �

�©���ªl%%ª-©%%�½م�Jא�%%�&-���U?א��&א��%%��Wא��&א��%%��Wא��&א��%%��Wא��&א��%%��K�����Wא�-&%%��Kא�-&%%��Kא�-&%%��Kא�-&4.3.3.4�%%
F4EWR3�����2��%Tو�?� �

 “Owner/King (of) The Deen’s (requital’s) 

Day” 
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���?��%%%7(o�,��%%%2�A%%%P:�Y%%%9DP�ªl%%%ª(©����%%%�;;5� �?
��?�*%%%HZ&8א��u�%%7(
��%%%(�:��%%%7`�oذ�U-_%%�?��©��ªl%%%ªא�)

FOwnerF�?l%%%%ª(©�?و�EKing��&;%%%%��9�jق��%%%%#��%%%%Tو�،E
�����A8��2א��HZ8*�א��Eم�א��&אز���).)��7א�_&��
���*%%%%HZ2�R3�Mد����%%%%	O�،e��%%%%y���%%%%�Do��%%%%�;Oل��%%%%T
����%%(��o�I�kZ%%X�{%%¿�$%%�\��A%%P:�U&;%%	2א�%%�&אز��
��K�%%%%�;O�uאل�وא��א�%%%%Ttو�)��%%%%;���%%%%>�א��`*%%%%HZ8�
��hD8%%%%%%%א��R3�hD8%%%%%%%�eא�%%%%%%%�&אز��`%%%%%%%_א�א��%%%%%%%��F-و

��1-�U%%��,�5%%7O�،Iאuא��%%1א����U%%��,�5%%و��?l%%ª(©�?��%%`:�
�?Kªlª��©�?��`:�1-F،�1981א��&אز�KE� �

 �W�%%%%%��?“The Deen’s-©%%%%�½م�Jא�%%%%�&-Uو��%%%%2,�?

(requital’s) Day”��F�%%%%���T�	%%%H�of��<%%%#�T�<%%%��E
��%%O�.���h�9n%%و�� J�%%��7o%%��`%%��وא J����	%%#»�

����F��%%���%%ZP0��%%`�P�oא�8&%%�6ذ���%%HZPisFن�:�*%%��،�Eof�E
��deא��%%+��%%��j��Oא�)Á8'�م��%%H2��%%5`��>%%(
�،�%%&-�;(


.%%}�א�)�+%%��א����;&%%��א��e�6%%&8]8%%�ج��R3`%%_א�א�5%%�ع��
KA;�3�h�V وא�h�V א�<��hא^�و�U� 

�?��%%%7(o�"%%%1P�A%%%&P:��%%%5`�Y%%%9DPU-&�%%%א�?�?�j�Jم½�%%%©-
U-&�%%%א�F��%%%;O�9�D%%%1P�?transliteration�,%%%#א�A%%%Pno�E

���%�����2���
),���u��:�U-�م�א���7o�،���;1و
���<%%#�T�<%%���%%&-�;(deא��%%+�وא��j(requital)��6%%&8א�)

��F�?Mزא�%Çو�:�Mn%O�.�?�¦�2��،�1996%�و����;%V-و�E
WA;Oא���·�-�1ل��j��1;(�2�A8��2�R3� �

“The word “Deen”, means Day of 

requital/reckoning, or Judgment's Day, 

where each is accorded their dues, good or 

bad.” 

?o)7%%��?د-%%U?��2%%¦�-%%�م�אa%%�زא�L�Mא^H%%��،�:و�"
����U%��rk8%H-��%���9وא�"o�5ل�-�p;9�،���;1م�א��-

Kx�58��2z�?Kو���:�*�� �


)%%%<�א��7%%%�م�1O%%%��و�W_%%%`��%%%��2�j�r%%%OFא�-&%%%������
��¶�%%%y2�eس��%%%#tא�j�6%%%`�19%%%�����4&%%%�¶،�و��%%%`��Oوو

Kא*	o�e�.�3� �

5.3.3.4�W�Hא�-&��א����K�W�Hא�-&��א����K�W�Hא�-&��א����K�W�Hא�-&��א����K?����b́�%�-J3©و�F�%F	½�©P�b́��-J3
F�F<ª�©8½H©P5E�W62��o�����2��Tو�،?� �

“ Eyyaka (exclusively Youg) [we] worship 

and eyyaka nasta’aeno (exclusively from 

Youg [we] seek assistance).”

D%��U��Y9DPل�א�o�"%1P�A%P:��%��&8%"�א�-&%��������
��;O�9�D1PFtransliteration�E��?��%7(oא��%
����F�%F	½�©P�

�?�WR3���%%(1P�6%%&8א��?worship���j�Mو`%%��9�6%%���%%�ذ�،�?
������%%(7on���¡;%%X�Iא�%%X:��%%�;O�9�"%%%15%F2א�8&��%%��:ن�
;&%%%��
�5%%%�،�و�%%%���	5�:��%%%+��R3��%%%���%%%+(��r%%%y52��%%%7o

�W_%%`�"%%N���%%-�+2�U%%��M�%%��Z3ذא�א��I%%��א	א�\%%;¡�وא��
����I9;&��ذאDy%%%%%Xא�,;`�%%%%%Z��>%%%%%(
2�e�f%%%%%P�o%%%%%�&ل�
����%%&;���Z��Mز-%%�د�R3د���2%%�eو�،�&;�D%%#3��&;%%X�\�
������`�%%-�2��%%7�P3א 8)1%%6،�و�s�%%���%%�8;��	1א�8&��%%��و�
X%%�����وZP%%��א،�و9��n%%���%%�5.¨�e%%�ل��%%�Uא�%%9tאل���
�u�%%%%%5�3א�)�+%%%%%��א�%%%%%��G��%%%%%5`�,�� �%%%%%O�Kh§%%%%%�م���

�eא��%+�d);�-&%��و
	�1-�8%�،�وX�\�����A%8��2;&��א�)
��%%_א�א��r��%%y2�G�".%%&4א��%%��hא�)�+%%��،�وo��%%T%%�ن����
��������%�O�o;��:ن�-15)������8&��%��א�4&��9��%א�8&%�6و
�>�א�Ttאس��8�د��א �5<�א �אد���U:#)���א^\%���

K�&-א��j� �
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“Exclusively You we worship and 

exclusively from You we seek assistance.” 

P��%%%%%%%7oz�*7%%%%%%%V(��A�%%%%%%%��Y%%%%%%%9Dwe�<%%%%%%%��xو
��T��%%%%%HkO�،<8O�%%%%%1%%%%%���س�א�8&��;%%%%%��א�5%%%%%}������
�����"%%%%%o��%%%%%V-��%%%%%�O��%%%%%��&8����r%%%%%k( ����7%%%%%אVوא�

%�م���>(
���e�(��<8O�1���<��M�8H ����7אVא�

6P0�1�6א�(Xtא�$5&�א�j�M�`����`و�ودF9E�K� �

�F��%=�' 7*�א��U
���:Youg���h�%Å�u%�و	א �E
FY��*	%%%%%.א��,i^�%%%%%����%%%%8. א�Eن�:�>%%%%%(
��%%%%%�e�((O

�����F�6T�%Zא��h�%^و�%"،��%��א��%
�A�g�Eא '�=��`��א�)
��F��%%=�' 7%*�א�
)%%<�:ن���%%�e�(��W�%�0�jYouE 

�������jد��%%Z א��o_%% א '�=%%��א�?h�%%o?�%%%%��"%%��1 א��%%`
?b́��-3?�وذ�%�lدא�T��%H9��%7%���س���2;%��א�5%}�������

KA�� FAlmubarak, 2016Eوא�����7Vא�_&��و

6.3.3.4��W�%%%#د�&Hא�-&%%%��א��K��W�%%%#د�&Hא�-&%%%��א��K��W�%%%#د�&Hא�-&%%%��א��K��W�%%%#د�&Hא�-&%%%��א��K?���́א�\|%%%�©אط��©Pª�%%%½̀ א
F�©,;ª1©8½HF7�ْ6אEW62��o�����2��Tو�?� �

 “Ehdena (let-divinely-guide us [Yous]) 

The Sseratta (a single and a�specific path) 
The Straight.” 

���?��%%��"%%���2��%%T�,%%�� ن�א:�Y%%9DP��©Pª�%%½̀ ?���jא
`_�Wא�-&���j�?F<ª�©8%½H©P�b́�%�-J3?����"���2��7oא�-&%�����
��j�%%%%%%%^א�%%%%%%%15"�א�g�5%%%%%%%��A�1��%%%%%%%،���8%%%%%%%#'�א�&Hא�

Ftransliteration��*%%��K�z%%��eو�l�_%%��ٍدאع�D%%��E
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