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The structure of Understanding between Husserl and Heidegger: The meaning
From singularity to plurality
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Abstract:

This article deals with the problematic nature of "Understanding” by exploring it through
the lenses of phenomenological and ontological philosophies. These two orientations have taken
different paths in addressing this issue; Phenomenology insists on considering itself as an ideal
philosophical method, adopting the rigor of scientific approaches to reach what Husserl calls the
"things themselves,". In this regard, how can “understanding” — described as relative — realize this
aim? This is precisely the significant correction introduced by Heidegger (Husserl's student) in
phenomenology through his concept of "Dasein" and considering ‘“understanding” as
fundamentally existential. This paper results that Heidegger's distinct understanding of the
problematic of "understanding” is what led to the emergence of a new paradigm that became the
philosophical basis of postmodern thought.

Keywords: Understanding, Phenomenology, Ontology, Dasein, Hermeneutics.
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