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Abstract:  In this article, we address the question of identity in Algerian intellect during the
colonial era. and through this research, we seek to highlight the most important motives for
writing on this subject during that period, with a focus on the determinants of Algerian identity.
This requires from the researcher, first, to be familiar with the concept of identity and its linguistic
and idiomatic roots, with an explanation of the identity dimensions and its various levels, such as
the logical, the existential, and the political dimensions. In order to stand on the various elements
that form the structure of identity in general and the Algerian identity during the colonial period in
particular, the latter is what constitutes the second part of the article devoted to the beginnings of
work on the question of identity in Algeria during the aforementioned period, the question
considered as a reaction to the attempt of the French colonizer to obliterate an Algerian identity
truly standing with all its elements, We focused on highlighting the main components of this
identity, which are the Berber , the Arab, and the Islamic dimensions, and in the end we focused
on the political aspect or the idea of the Algerian state ,that is regarded as the field in which the
people practice the different expressions of identity, it is the general framework within which all
the other components of the Algerian identity fall.
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