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The Scientific Discovery Committee of Algeria, between its research
activities and its colonial affiliations (1837 - 1842)
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Abstract

The study deals with an important aspect of colonial history in its scientific
dimensions, which is the Committee for the Exploration of Scientific Algeria
(1837 AD - 1842 AD), which worked on studying the social and cultural systems
of its inhabitants, and on researching its historical and civilizational héritage, so
that scientific activity coincides with military invasions and sweeping the land
through Settlements whose success has been linked to the success of mineral
exploration projects, the study of soil and climate properties, the emancipation of
norms, the colonisation of the ancien invaders, and the identification of their
settlement areas.

Colonial writing was characterized by the littérature of the membres of the
committee, by selectivity and bias when referring to local sources of the history
of Algeria. Referring to the history of ancient Algeria, not for anything but that
they have experienced the event, as their méthode of research relied on the
méthode of projection and interprétation, when dealing with issues of Islamic
législation drawn in their général from ideological déviations, translated into the
rituals and behaviors of newly converted societies, which the historian researcher
conducted the logic of measurement To reach fragmented rulings, the entire
Islamic religion (Qur'an and Sunnah) included pagan beliefs.

Key words :
History of Algeria - French colonialism - France's scientific activity - colonial research -
French scientific projects
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imp. les- années 1840, 1841, 1842 sciences physiques zoologie

Nationale, paris 1849

imp. Nationale, Carette (E) Etudes sur la Kabylie proprement dite-

paris 1848
Gsell (Stéphane) Histoire ancienne de I’ Afrique du nord Ed Adolf -

Jourdan,1914, Tomel

Carette, (Ernest) Recherches sur la géographie et le commerce de -

18441’ Algérie méridionale, paris imprimerie royale,

(Pélissier) Mémoires historiques et geographiques DEREYNAUD-

sur L’ Algérie imp. Paris 1844
DEREYNAUD (P¢lissier) histoire de 1’Afrique de Kairouani paris -

imp. Impériale, paris, 1853

Précis de jurisprudence musulmane ou principe de PERRON (Léon) -

législation musulmane civile et religieuse selon le rite malékite, imp.
Nationale ,1848

BERBRUGGER (Adrien) Voyage dans le sud de L’Algérie et des -

¢tats barbaresques de I’ouest et de 1’est, par E’l Aiyachi et M’Aoula
Ahmed, suivis d’itinéraire et renseignements, fournis par si Ahmed
Ould Boumezrag et du voyage par terre de Taza a Tunis par : Fabre,

paris imp. Royale 1846
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(B) et Durieux de Maisonneuve, Exploration DE SAINT VINCENT-

scientifique de I’ Algérie, botanique, imp. Nationale 1849
RENOU (E) Exploration scientifique de 1’Algéric —géologie de -

I’ Algérie, imp. Nationale, 1849
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NUMA (Broc) les grandes missions scientifiques francais au XIX -

siecle (Morée Algérie Mexique) et leurs travaux géographique, revue
d’histoire des sciences Tome 34 N°3 ,1981
RENIER, Archives des missions Il, 1851, n°1 -
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