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The Literary Diary in the Arab Heritage

A Reading of El-Thaghr El-Djoumani of Ibn Sahnoun Er-
Rachidi
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Abstract: The « diaries » are considered as a new genre in the
Arabic literature, this creative type appears in the twentieth
century. However, number of early writings can be considered as
the first bases of this new literary genre for the reason that it
focused on self-observations. The writer becomes narrator, a
witness who transfers the reality to the readers. This form of
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writing is present among historians, biographers and authors as
Ahmed Ibn Sahnoun Er-Rachidi who related the military
campaign carried out by Mohammed Ben Othman against the
spanish colonialism to liberate the city of Oran, known as « El-
Thaghr El-Djoumant fi Ibtissem El-Thaghr AlI-Wahrani ».

Keywords: Diaries, Oran, Literature, Ibn Sahnoun, Self-
writing.
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