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Strangeness and the poetic sense of meaning in the

ancient Arab criticism
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Summary : This article deals with one of the most important issues
that has been entertained by the ancient Arab criticism. It is the
evolution of meaning ¢ its composition and transmission through the
ages from the ancients to the modernists. This is what the books of
arguments dealt specifically with, as discussed in some of the late
authors’ books in the issue of the strange meaning and its role in
transforming the general common meaning into a new meaning, and
producing a distinguished new speech directed by the poet’s cultural
and cognitive framework. We focused on the relation between the
strangeness and poetic work, showing the difference between
alienation which is ambiguity and the stangeness which is the
purpose of the poetic work, by inventing, developing and resurrecting
meanings in different forms. The study of the language is, for the
poetry critics, an important aspect of evaluating the poetic speech.
This aspect can be revealed in the study of the nature of the special
relations establishing the language of the poem, which are based on
an organized neighborhood of the laws of the ordinary language.
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One of the first aspects of the poetic language is the phenomenon of
the strangeness. It is one of the most important artistic aspects
connected to the process of the poetic creativity. It is inherent in the
nature of the poetic language, because its nature refuses to be mere
phrases and unrestrained words revealing their direct and limited
meanings. Thus, the concept of strangeness is no more than an
aesthetic principle that tends to suggest poetry to the inspiration of
meanings and to present it into an impressive form. The relation of
poetry to strangeness has been existing through different phases of
the poetic production. Critics and poets have been deeply aware of
the value of this artistic element and its extent in the creation of good
poetry texts. This awareness is manifested in many of the critical
texts that deal with the issue of the strangeness, insisting on its
importance in the linguistic use in poetry. The echo of ideas and
meanings read and transmitted by the poet turns into a distinct voice
that gets involved in his sound and tones withina new form.
Perhaps, the poets who were famous for reciting and learning poems
of the former poets and the knowledge of the intellectual and political
doctrines of their time ¢ are a livivng example of those who fall under
the authority of the former text. They consciously or unconsciuosly
contribute to the continuation of the meaning and its transmission
from generation to generation in different images.
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