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Abstract :
Ceramic mosaics, one of the most beautiful decorative elements used in architectural
ornaments, and one of the masterpieces of Islamic art, originated in Iraq and Khorasan
in the 11th century AD and moved to Egypt, then spread in the Islamic Maghreb and
Andalusia, and developed and flourished until the 14th century AD, when it knew its
heyday. Its development among the Merinids and Zayanids, but its appearance in the
Islamic Maghreb is still a mystery, and the Kal’aa of Beni Hammad (the city), the
capital of central Maghreb, represents the missing link as it is an important cultural
center, characterized by a strange diversity of architectural and decorative elements.
The oldest examples of ceramic mosaics were discovered in the excavations of the
castle since the beginning of the 20th century AD, and they are of various shapes and
colors. The potters in the Kal’aa were creative in the geometric formations of the six-
and eight-sided star plates that were discovered in their places. The subject of our
study dealt with a composite mosaic of ceramic and marble. The craftsmen combined

marble with ceramic strips to form a rare decorative panel that covered one of the halls
of the western courtyard of Al-Manar Palace.
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