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The impact of the covid 19 pandemic on the situation of refugees for
environmental reasons in the Sahel region
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Abstract:

The planet has experienced major changes in its ecosystems that have affected

the livelithoods of populations, the Sahel region has experienced these climate
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changes such as drought, desertification and degradation of pastures causing
the destruction of livestock and plants and the decline in its food security,
especially in view of the strong demographic growth, also hundreds of
thousands are homeless because of the floods all this is accompanied by
enormous security challenges. This complex situation has encouraged
populations to migrate en masse to wetlands, which in turn creates conflicts
with host communities, especially that the environmental immigrant does not
benefit from the same legal protection guaranteed to refugees according to
the 1951 convention, environmental migrants live in the Sahel in difficult
conditions, exacerbated by the Covid 19 pandemic, because preventive
measures to reduce the pandemic have closed the borders, while
environmental migrants have prevented their voluntary return, which led to
overcrowding in refugee reception centers and doubled infection with the
virus, food insecurity has also worsened due to the decline in border trade
and the drop in humanitarian aid, a situation which puts a strain on the health
policies of host countries.

Keywords: Climate Change; Environmental Migration; Sahel; Covid 19
Pandemic; security challenges.
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