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Criticism of mass culture and the one dimensional men of the Frankfurt
School : Adorno as a model
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Abstract
This article intends to give an in-depth reading of contemporary Western Philosophical

Thoughts. Especiallysince,it witnessed the emergence of many intellectual trendsand

currents, which were concerned with the problems that Western people suffer from since the
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beginning of the twentieth century. In light of technological development, and among the
most famous theorists who lived through the era, such as : “Theodor Adorno”, “Max
Horkheimer”, “Herbert Marcuse” and “Walter Benjamin” ..,who presented joint intellectual
and theoretical works that brought them together under the nucleus of the school, which
was called : “Institute for Social Studies” in Frankfurt, Germany. Adorno, who is the subject of
this article, presented criticism and condemnation of modern Western society. Considering it
a controlling and oppressive technological society dominated by strict instrumental
rationalization and pervasive objectification. Moreover,what distinguish his idea from the
rest of the German elite, which revolted and condemned the modern technological society; is
his glorification of art as a source of protest and a model for all negative controversy. Thus,
loading art with major civilized tasks represented in dismantling the mechanisms of
controlling society, exposing the other face of instrumental modernity, and thus exposing the
mechanisms of the cultural industry that devote for a one-dimensional person

Keywords: Culture, Mass Culture, Human, Frankfurt School, Adorno.
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