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Abstract:The concept of reflexive modernization or reflexive modernity was launched by the

joint effort of three leading European social scientists: Anthony Giddens, Ulrich Beck and
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Scott Lash. The introduction of this concept served a dual purpose: to re-evaluate sociology
as a science of the present (moving beyond the conceptual framework of the early 20th
entury), and to provide a counterbalance to the postmodern paradigm offering a vision of
reconstruction alongside deconstruction. The concept builds on earlier concepts such as
post-industrial society (Daniel Bell) and post-material society, but emphasizes how in
reflexive modernization, modernism directs its attention to the modernization process.
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