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Abstract:

The cultural heritage, with its content of popular proverbs, is a reflective mirror of

individual’s perceptions, from which the image and the place of women in society has taken

on a large part, based on the societal roles they occupy. Therefore; we aim to explore the
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range of proverbs regarding spinster, in order to analyse them and to give them an
explanatory dimension. We relied on the comparative analytical method, base on the
collection of popular proverbs used in the city of Constantine, through interviews.

We concluded that most popular proverbs related to the issue of spinsterhood, have
shared a single stereotype; which is to stigmatize the inferiority of sprinter, linking her fate to
the man. This is due to the dichotomy of women'’s societal assessment, based on the
principles of the sacrament of marriage as well as the dominant manhood ideology.

Keywords: popular proverbs; women; spinsterhood; perception; Constantine society.
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