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The role of research centers in public policy-making 

 (case study of the Arab world) 
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Abstract: 
The success of any think tank is based on the relevance of its research to 

real challenges and the trust of decision makers in the advice that a think tank 

provides. But the Arab governments and the majority of stakeholders do not 

trust local think tanks to produce valuable research and knowledge, or are 

unwilling to consider that their analyses are as reliable as those of American 

consulting firms. Foreign research centers often have their own agendas and 

their findings may not always have our interests in mind.  

In the same context, the advent of the Arab uprisings and the transformation 

of political regimes  in  the  region,  think  tanks  have  devoted their efforts 

toward creating a pro-democracy and pro-dialogue environment to uphold the 

progress made by the revolutionary force. But they widespread mistrust in the 

objectives and agendas of international organizations willing to fund regional 

think tanks projects . This dilemma adds to the complexity of the region’s 

transitional period and raises concerns about the nature and value of the work 

produced by Arab think tanks during this critical time in the Middle East. 

 
      Keywords: Public policy, Research Center, Arab world. 
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