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Abstract:

Since its first appearance in the mid-twentieth century in Germany, the reception
theory opened a new cognitive field in the construction and the production of
meaning; it oriented the interest to the reader, focusing on its effective and
dismissed role in the creation of the text while giving it a connotation and
existence. Thus literary work gains its important only when the text and its reader
meet.

The literary theory has neglected the reader, once in favor of the autor (contextual
methods), and once in favor of the text (structural criticism), but the reader has
again triumphed thanks to poststructuralist orientations which believe that only
reading is able to open the text to permanent and continuous explanation and
Interpretation.

The implementation of reception theory with its different definitions and
procedures in our contemporary Arab criticism is demonstrated in the
contemporary poetic text. And this study confirms the ability of reception theory to
approach poetic speech and to revedl its opened aesthetic aspects to a multitude of
readings through the interpretative method.
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