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Abstract:

This study aims at revealing and clarifying the recent trends of the first marriage in
the beginning of the third millennium in Algeria, some demographic and economic
factors affecting the average age at first marriage, and the high rates of celibacy in
Algerian society during 2002 and 2013. The study was based on data from the
National Survey on Family Health 2002 and the Multi-Indicator Cluster Survey for
2012-2013 (MICS4). We employed statistical indicators and techniques to
calculate the average age at first marriage and the final fertility rates for both sexes.
The study found that the high level of education has an indirect effect on the timing
of marriage for both males and females. The study pointed out that the work of
women contributed to delaying the age of marriage during the period from 2002 to
2013, and that the .

phenomenon of delayed first marriage age extended to the rural area, which
was characterized by both the strong adherence to family values and the social
customs and traditions.

KEY WORDS: Nuptiality; final Celibacy; Intensity of marriage; Age at first
marriage; Nuptiality market.
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