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Genealogy of the theory of cultural criticism 

Summary- 

The emergence of cultural criticism by the end of the twentieth century as a 
unified field of enquiry -out of modern critical studies- is considered as a 
groundbreaking piece of research. Actually, cultural criticism was brought to 
the fore as a reaction to multiple calls that embraced this cultural activity in 
reading literary texts which were no longer deemed as linguistic and 
aesthetic structures, but cultural texts par excellence containing discoursal 
embeddings and cultural patterns cloaked in aesthetic plotting.  Hence, this 
epistemological call was viewed as a strong reaction to the structural and 
critical dogma which called for looking at the text as a self-contained entity. 
This state of affairs called for revisiting the set of historical, political and 
social patterns, which can be glossed up as cultural patterns governing and 
creating the literary text. 

By revisiting the cultural criticism as a new critical paradigm, the present 
study attempts to expose the epistemological rudiments that created the right 
intellectual and epistemological atmosphere for its emergence. 
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