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Abstract- 

It is prevalent among some Orientalist researchers, and who follows 
them from the Arabs, that ancient Arab linguists did not distinguish, in their 
studies of Arabic language, between the spoken and the written form. Also, 
at their claim, ancient Arab linguists did not differentiate between 
phonological and phonetic units (Phoneme Vs Sound). They base their 
judgment on the idea that ancient Arab linguists used one term (which is 
"character" (Harf) to designate not only these two different concepts 
(Phoneme &Sound), but rather to denominate a third concept (Grapheme) 
which belongs to the written aspect of language. 
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 However, the return to « real » Arabic heritage proves otherwise; 
Ancient Arabs have, clearly, distinguished between these concepts. Their use 
of term "character" (Harf) to denote these different concepts is only 
homonymous.  

Key terms: Phonological unit, Sound, Phoneme, Spoken form, 
Written form. 
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2 Ibid ,p : 164 

3 R. Galisson ; D. Coste  _ Dictionnaire de didactique des langues ;p :176. 
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2 Jean Dubois (& all.) Dictionnaire de linguistique et de science du langage; p : 
359. 
3  N.S.Troubetzkoy-Principes de Phonologie, traduit par  J. Cantineau, p; 41.  

4–2243 
5  Jean Dubois (& all.)  – Dictionnaire de linguistique et de science du langage; p : 
359. 
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