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The Constitutive role of imaginary in society 

Abstract- 
 
 This paperoffers a deeper illustration of CorniliousCastoriadis'stheory, 
whichallowstheoretical alternatives to the foundations of modern societiesthat 
have exaggerated connections to rationalism. Usinghistoricalmaterialism, 
Castoriadis tries to formulate a new analyticalframeworkthat relies on the 
mechanism of the imaginary as a humanability capable of transcending the 
causal paradigm and move, thus, to a more fluid existential viewthat opens 
more possibilities for the future. In otherwords, the imaginaryallows groups 
and individuals to createinnovative social foundations and social realities. Of 
utmost importance is the recognition of historical moments thatallow the 
development of alternative methodologicalfoundations, 
differentfromwhatiscommonlyassumedat the time, to usher new 
historicaleras. The ultimateresult of this new criticalconsciousnessis the 
examination and review of the manner in which social and cultural identities 
are imagined – a procedurethatwouldmake new grounds for coexistence 
possible.  
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