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The rumor takes a central place in the novel Lawaat Al-Ghawia, by
the Saudi novelist Abdu Khal, as it acts as the main driver for a series
of crucial events that govern the track of the novel development and
leaves deep impactson the structures of its characters. It can be
claimed, to a great extent of certainty, that the rumor in this narrative
work turned from a mere event that occupies a minor position in a
series of eventsinto an overriding narrative structurewithin which all
other elements of this work fell into place and on which they
influenced and were influenced by in return.

In this paper we followtwo lines of inquiry that are complementary
to each other: the first takes on reviewing the literature of "rumor" in
sciences of psychology and sociology in an attempt to construe the
features of its psychological and social structure, and to employ this
knowledge in understandingthe main rumor on which this whole
novelis built: How does it come into existence? What are the factors
that fuel it and help in spreading it around? And why has it been so
strong that it drove a whole society to act against the person bywhich
he was stigmatized?

The second line of inquirythat this paper engages in is exploring
the narrative functions that the rumor assumes and how they
contribute to weaving the texture of the novel at various levels, the
characters with their constant and changing characteristics and the plot
consisting of consecutive events that culminate in a knot and
accelerate towards an end.

The Saudi novelist AbdoKhalwas totally awarethat the rumor — for
what it enjoys of mystery and excitement elements, is capable of
providing a narrative structure that is interesting, flexible, rich and
more importantly sufficientto shed a bright light on the psychologies
of those social actorsandthe rules of social interaction where sources
of power or influence, in many occasions, escape from the center to
the periphery of the society.
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