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The Place in a Poem: The Dungeon of Torment 73
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Abstract:

The poem Cell of Torment 73 based on its title betokenss the
bitterness of the experience of the Algerian poet Mufdi Zakaria
during his oubliette in Barbaros jail (Sarkaji) in the year 1957 AD,
an experience that made him vent his oppression inside a narrow
and incommodious cell in which he was subjected to the ugliest
kinds of torment, so he set forth this poem describing in that sordid
place. The place that haunted him because of loneliness and
isolation, so it shifted from the denotation of containment to other
connotations.

Based on this proposition, this study, entitled “The place in the
poem Cell of Torment 73, between morphology and aesthetics,”
tries to divulge the way the poet pictured this place in terms of
structuralism and art. How was this place shaped? What are the
most important mechanisms that the poet relied on in its
description? What are the artistic techniogues that he used to
accentuate the shape and formation of that place, and in how were
these techniques manifested?

In our study, we relied on the structural approach to reveal the
method of constructing this rhetorical component, as well as some
mechanisms of the artistic approach to accentuate the most
important aesthetic values in the poem.

Key words: place, formation, aesthetic, artistic, Mufdi Zakaria
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