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Dialectics (mind, conscience, and transmission) in modern
Arab critical thought
Presenting Jaber Usfour’s point of view regarding the right
to be at variance
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Abstract:

Our article aims to discuss a certain number of dialectical
dichotomies of dynamic extent. The first will be the dialectic of
(reason and pathos) - on the one hand, and the dialectic of
(reason and tradition / al-'agl wan-naqgl) on the other hand. And
this, in order to pose the problem linked to it, at the level of
modern Arab critical thought, and to approach it from the vision
of Jaber Asfour, always concerned with assertion of new values.
In a process of cultural renewal, including the values of reason
and freedom, in the light of which he affirms the exercise of the
right to difference, he approaches the notion of reason, which he
then considers from a dualistic view (reason and pathos). For us,
it is a question of analyzing how our thinker rebels against the
confusion between the two faces of this dialectical dualism, a
confusion which leads to confusing opinion and the person. This
immediately contributed to seeing creativity lose its luster due to
the lack of freedom that it cannot do without in general, and due
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to excessive lyricism and sentimentality, values in which the
followers of oriental culture. He aimed to consider modernity as
the victory of reason over transmission, that is to say the victory
of reasoning over the faith so revered by the ancients, as well as
of reason over the customs and beliefs transmitted by the
ancestors. In this regard, he often called for the representation of
rationality, even in its Western form, at the expense of
sentimentalism, even in its Eastern form. This mentality has
affected the maneuvers of criticism to the point that the critic - or
rather the one who claims to be one - can begin his criticism of
creative works from a position of dissatisfaction which initially
pushes him to reject, then to clearly criticize what exists, to
establish - at another level - what should exist. This pathological
state is due to what we assume, in this article, of the overlap that
exists between the limits of another dialectical dualism that
exists between (the authority of culture and the culture of
authority). In this context, however, we consider Jaber Asfour's
attention to duality (of reason and myth). He also discussed the
concept of freedom and its forms, because he believes that
reason and freedom constitute one of the foundations of
contemporary Arab thought.

Keywords: Dialectics ; Reason ; Pathos ; Tradition ;
Awareness ; Freedom ; Creativity ; Jaber Usfour.
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