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Confronting epidemics in the time of the Hittite King

“Mursili IT” 1590-1620BC.
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Abstract: The research content is about how the Hittites coped
with the spread of epidemics, and for this we chose the reign of
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King "Mursili 11" 1620-1590 BC, because he believed that
coping with these epidemics was part of his duties, although his
ancestors were the ones who caused their spread as a result of
their disobedience, and their sins towards their idols who took
revenge on them, so they spread epidemics on their people, and
subsequent kings like him had nothing but to pray to her in order
to pull them out.

The study includes the prayers of King "Mursili 1"
addressed to the deities in order to lift the plague from his
country which invaded it for twenty years, the first prayer quotes
the murder of "Tudhaliya™ and the consequences of this crime
which resulted in the spread of epidemics, while the content of
the second prayer included vows to the deities, and the breaking
of the covenant with Egypt, which engendered the revenge of the
deities, and which resulted in the form of epidemics imposed on
the Hittites.

Keywords: Hittites, Mursili 11, Deities, Epidemics, Prayer.
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