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Abstract:

It is well known that political rights are among the most important rights that any
person can enjoy within the state to which he belongs. If this rule is general, it should be borne
in mind that some countries have minority populations and minority members differ from the
majority of the population of the State either by origin, color, language or religion. Political
rights are found to be their basis in a significant number of relevant international declarations

and conventions.

As members of the minority hold the status of citizen, the principle of equality - which is
provided for by the majority of constitutions in conformity with the rules of international law
- requires the enjoyment by all members of the minority of all political rights, including the
right to hold public office and the right to be elected.
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For the above, this paper examines the extent to which minorities enjoy political rights in the
light of the rules of international law.

Keywords: Minorities, Political Rights, Citizen, International Law, Principle of Equality.
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