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Critical Of Orientalism Discourse Through The Translation Of Some Religious Terms
“George Sale” as a model
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Summary:
Praise to Allah, Lord of the Worlds. And peace and blessings be upon His Messenger

Muhammad and his family and companions.

The Orientalists bear a large part of the responsibility towards the false image of Islam and
Muslims in the West. Although they differ in their nationalities, their approach and means and
goals seem to be unique towards Islam and the Quran.

The research is a critical study of the view of a British Orientalist, George Sale towards some
terms of the Quran, which he put in his translation of the meanings of the Quran, issued in 1734.
The researcher tried to explain the opinion of George Sale and how he dealt with them.

It has become clear that George Sale wasn’t objective when dealing with Islamic studies. He
considered the Quran to be the same as all other human literary work. He didn’t confirm his
revelation from Allah. Rather, he claimed that the Quran was the creation of Muhammad (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and that he-Quran- was inherited from previous cultures. He
went further than that when he quoted that the Quran was taken from the two testament “the Old
and the New Testament”.

The study concluded that the approach adopted by this Orientalist - who was well fed with
Western ideas - was fully unscientific and imbalanced, which distorted the facts. In the translated
version of the meanings of the Quran in English, the texts were sometimes cut off, and the scientific
fidelity/ reliability was absent at other times, which make the Orientalist in a great disorder in the
curriculum.

Key words: Orientalists , Quran, translation, revelation, testament, approach, unscientific.
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them I trust. Providence has reserved the glory of its overthrow."
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Desisting to pray for him, when he 148 114 Ay 53
was assured by inspiration

And we spake by inspiration unto 156 87 s
Moses and his brother

Thy Lord spake by inspiration unto 200 68 U
the bee

The commentators are not agreed by 235 38 b
what means this revelation was made;
whether by

private inspiration, by a dream, by a
prophet, or by an angel.

They are taught by the secret 282 223 PN
inspiration of the devils,
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...after Mohammed had chosen twelve out of their number, who were

to have the same authority among them as the twelve apostles of Christ
had among his disciples. "
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The apostles ( also the Apostles ):
The group of early Christians who travelled to different places telling

people about Jesus Christ and the gospel,
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For the regular performance of the duty of prayer among the
Mohammedans, besides the particulars above mentioned, it is also requisite
that they turn their faces, while they pray, towards the temple of Mecca;
the quarter where the same is situate being, for that reason, pointed out
within their mosques by a niche, which they call al Mehrab, and without,
by the situation of the doors opening into the galleries of the steeples.
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Accordingly, at the aforesaid times, of which public notice is given by

the Muedhdhins, or Criers, from the steeples of their mosques (for they use
no belly,
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1-a building for Islamic religious activities and worship.
2-a building where Muslims go to say their prayers. ©®
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Verse:

1-A stanza or other short subdivision of a poem.

2-Poetry as distinct from prose.

3-A series of metrical feet forming a rhythmical unit of one line.
4-One of the series of short subsections into which most of the writing
on the Bible are divided.
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Though the Arabs were so early acquainted with poetry, they did not at

first use to write poems of a just length, but only expressed themselves in

verse occasionally ©”.
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Every chapter is subdivided into smaller portions, of very unequal
length also, which we customarily call verses ; but the Arabic word is

Avat. ©"
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The Koran is divided into 114 larger portions of very unequal length,
which we call chapters, but the Arabians Sowar, in the singular Sura, ©
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