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Comparative literature, between the historicity of the approach and the modernity of

the term.
French School and American School as a Model.
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Summary:

The principles of the American school were not in the same pattern as the other
schools, simply because the Americans wanted to create for themselves an artistic context in
which they tried to keep up with comparative literature, without showing their clear influence
on the curricula of the previous school- French School-

Although the first starting point of the comparison issue found among the pioneers:
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Whether with those who studied the subject with some patience, or with those who came
after ; such as :Abel Villemain, "1827", (The Relationship of French Literature with European
Literature). Jean-Jacques Ampére (1830), The Relationship of French Literature to Foreign
Literatures. V .Charles "1835". (Strong Relationships between Foreign Literatures). -Jacques
Ampére, "1830", (relationship of French literature with foreign literature).
However, this did not prevent the critical aesthetic approach from acknowledging the
precedence of the credit for the French study, which transfered the Roman heritage and the
reformulation of the "simulation theory” to which Horace invite to follow: « Follow the
examples of the Greeks, and study them by night, and study them by day. »
Keywords : Aesthetic school - Comparative literature - French literature - Imitation
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J.-J. Ampére, dans sa lecon d'ouverture de I'Athénée de Marseille (1830), prévoit
«I'histoire comparative des arts et de la litté-rature chez tous les peuples» dont
doit sortir la philosophie de la littérature et des arts. Et, a la Sorbonne, en 1832
:««Nous la ferons. Messieurs, cette étude comparative, sans laquelle [I'histoire

littéraire n'est pas compléte...» '
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René Wellek et H.Remak ont proposé des théories qui réclament 1’étude des relations
entre la littérature et les autres domaines de la connaissance comme 1’art (peinture,
sculpture, architecture et musique), la philosophie, I’histoire ainsi que les sciences

humaines comme la politique, la gestion, la sociologie, etc*
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