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-Thispaper is an attempt to i den t i fy , document , and c la r ify when poss i b le cu

bas ic concepts and p r inc ip les of phenomeno log ica l soc io logy . 1 re l ied ,
in do i n t

so , on my notes of Wagne r
'

s lectu res that the au tho r gave in a sem i na r ent it led

-thefie ld of phenomeno log ica l soc io logy
"

du r ing summer sess ion at TexasWom"

-an's U n ive rs ity in 1 982 and a lso on my d iscuss ions w i th Wagne r fo l low ing that se

s ien unt i l 1 9Rrii

.Ihave a lso used
,
wheneve r necessa ry , a numbe r of impo rtant sou rces on the f ie l

l im itat ions of th is pape r perm i t on ly to t reat bas ic tenets of phenomeno log ica

.socioloqybr ief ly , fo r anyone of these themes is a lone enouqh for many pape r

f ina l ly suggested c ross
- cu ltu ra l compa r isonswh ich can open theway fo r mo r

and support in theo ry bu i ld ing on one hand and out l ine the l im itat ions inheren

in such a theo ret ica l pe rspect ive on the othe r han

as a f ie l d of inqu i ry , encompasses a va r iety of theo ret ica l anc

methodo log ica l o r ien tat ions , e . g . on to log ica l and or ex istent ia l phenomerio logy

-transcendentalphenomeno logy , phenomeno log ica l Ma rx ism , ( 1 ) exp r ime

(2 )phenomeno logy , etc . Phenomeno logy , rooted in ph i losophy ,
is now exe rt inç

inf luence on a numbe r of d isc ip l ines
,
e . q . mathemat ics , phys ics ,

a rt
, psycho loq

and soc io logy . Thewo rk of Schûtz i n the f ie l d of soc io logy const i tute

f rame work of a soc io logy based on phenomeno log ica l cons i de rat ions . Psatha
"

the con t r i but ion of Schutz rema ins d ist inct ive and monumen ta l
, and no

mode rn scho la r can igno re h is wo rk and cons i de r h imse lf conve rsant w ith phen

soc ia l sc ience .

"

(4 ) l ndeed ,
Schutz

'

s wo rk p robab ly was the f i rst

1 ( Sma rt , Ba rry , Soc io logy , Phenomeno logy a nd Ma rx ian Ana lys is , Rou rt ledge & Kegan Pau l , Bosto

511.Mass,1 976 , p

.1 977,.2(Inde ,
Don , Exper imenta l Phenomeno logy , G . P Pu tnam

'

s Sons , N .

, ed ited bvWagner ,
Hu lmu t , the U n ivers i t

.ofChicago P ress , Ch icago , 1 970
, p

.4( Psathas , Georgé , Phenomeno log ica l Soc io logy ,
Issues a nd App l icat ions , John w i ley , Sons , N

,

7.1973 , p



attempt to synthes ize soc io logy and phenomeno logy . By v i rtue of h is know ledge o

and h is acqua in tance w ith the soc io log ica l trad it ion
, Schutz was able t

ar inte rpretat ion of the s ign if icance of phenomeno log ica l ph i losophْ؟y-،ل@لالأ

5oc io logy . Hav ing l ived in the Vienna
"

m i l ieu
"

he was able to benef it from the@أآل

wo rk of Husse r l , Weber , Sche le r ,
and others . I n Amer ica , he brough to l ight th

of ea r ly Ame r ican soc io log ists , e . g James ,
Mead , Coo ley , Thomas , an

other

onethe less , Schutz .
at the t ime of h is death in 1 959 ,

was st i l ) unknown i n

a and a lmost forgotten in Eu rope . (5 ) Schutz
'

s human ist ic soc io logy , at fi rst

ed l itt le attent ion in Amer ica . I ts ma i n themes seemed to cont rad ict those o

soc iety l i ke Ame r ican soc iety . Du r ing the 1 960
'

s ,
howeve r , studentsبم+ة

-ofsoc io logy sta rted to ra ise quest ions about the convent iona l app roaches in soc i

log

them , these app rraches have reached a dead end . Theywe re u nconv inced w it

they we re taught in c lass , e . g . funct iona l ism , and wanted someth ing tha

made sense to them . I n the i r sea rch fo r a new approach , they d iscove red Schutz

,Schutz's wo rk st imu lated a number of research in phenomeno logy . H is p lace

,asa majo r f igu re in cu rrent soc io log ica l theo ry ,
is unquest ionab le . (7 ) Nonethe less

-Schutz's work st i l l Iacksw ide recogn it ion in Ame r ican soc io logy . He states that phe

-nomenologyis st i l l
"

a m ino r ity vo ice
"

of cu r rent Ame r ican ph i losophy . I n add

t was asse rted that in any case phenomeno logy is not soc io logy and tha

cr it ic isms eme rg ing f rom such a sou rce a re i rre levant to the d isc ip l ine . l

emergence of phenomeno log ica l soc io logy , as was ment ioned , has been

a p roduct of the dec l in ing cred i b i l ity of convent iona l soc io log ica l app roaches . Ph

soc io logy p rov ides in pa rt icu la r ?a c r it ic of the pos it iv ist ic soc io logy
'

acceptance of the natu ra l sc iences as a mode l for soc ia l sc ience

-Tophenomeno log ists
, soc ia l and natu ra l phenomena possess qua l itat ive ly d ist inc

-tivecha racte r ist ics . I n most cases
, soc io log ica l resea rch has tended to be conduc

-tedas though fo r a i l p ract ica l pu rposes bas ic methodo log ica l p rob lems and que
have been sa i isfacto ry reso lved . To phenomeno log ists , however . methodo

؟

.logycan on ly be treated as p roblemat ica

and Strasse r state that phenomeno log ica l soc io logy represents a
to pos i t iv ist ic and emp i r ic ist soc io log ie

.9821
tures g iven at TexasWoman
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Howeve r , the a im of phenomeno log ica l soc io logy is not to do away w i th resu lts ol

emp i rica l approaches , but rathe r to d raw attent ion to the l im itat ions invo lved

-namelythat expe r ience and ev idence a re not in fa l l i b le and indeed shou ld be cons

p roblemat ica l . ( 1 O

The،أ()1ْ:-؟ f ie ld of soc io logv has f requent ly been rega rded as in a state of cr is is

-ticismsof the f ie ld have corne f rom d iffe rent c i rc les ( ins i de and ou ts ide the d isc ip l

outs ide , cr it ics quest ioned the re levance of soc io loqywh ich te l ls peop le.

hat they a l ready know , e . g soc io logy was not a lways ab le to p rov ide adequate

5* ledge wh ich may he lp po l icy make rs i n dea l i nqw ith soc ia l issues . F rom ins i de+

oc io log ists p robably a re less conf ident about the i r f ie ld than
°

he i r counte rpa rts i

ل@+3اىلأ-ح!1
ا

t ica ! ard me tعة

7لاا33 ، 1أعصاث1
1

nonان3ك ierكا@

iat 1 p rc v ided!+لماول3حم+أة؟

إلىَأ(
ا@

m certa in that 1 ra ised the r igh t quest ions
"

ا

9no log؟+y

3
s , pa rt oا

theآه othات

-partis a resu lt of superf ic ia l c r it ic isms based on insuff ic ient ins ight and unde rsta

The type of obscu r ity in phenomeno logy cornes w ith any genu ine ly new mode

?of inqu i ry . As Kuhn puts it
,
revo lut ions in sc ience have been cha racte r izee bv 3a r

dآ igm sh ifts
"

. U nt i l the v iew is resett led
,
unt i l the bas is fo r the new pe rspect ive

soات l id if ied , the re rema ins an a rea of m isunde rstand ing between those ho ld ing to t

pa rad igm and those ho ld ing to the o l d one . ( 1 4 )He idegge r once con fessed tha

he had tho rough ly read the ma in wo rks of H usse r l , he was not ab le to

unde rstand the fu l l sense of phenomeno logy unt i l he lea rned to
"

see pheno rnen

1)
،"

log ica l l

enomeno log ists suggest that def in ing phenomeno logy p robab ly is not the

best way to go about desc r ib ing phenomeno logy . I hde ,
fo r examp le , c la ims that

-Withoutdo ing phenomeno logy ,
it may be p ract ica l ly imposs ib le to unde rstand phe

-nomenology: w ithout ente r ing i n to the do ing , the bas ic th rust and import of phen

1).meno logy is l i ke ly to be m isunderstood at the least o r m issed at mos

.1014

.9701.Gouldner,Alv in , The Com i ng Cris is ofWestern Soc io logy , Bas ic Books ,
I nc , N .

nntP

ا

81.hde,p

.71.Ibid,p

41.Ibid.P
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-Onthe other hand , d ifferent def in it ions have been suggested by d ifferent pheno
"

H usse r l rega rded phenomeno logy as a method wh ich is
"

p resuppos
"

, and se l f conta ined . By p resuppos it ion less
,
he meant that a resea rche

suspend a l l be l iefs ( inc lud ing h isto ry) in o rder to study a phenomenon
"

as i
"

The suspent ion of a l l be l iefs c reates a
"

t ranscendenta l ego
"

, wh ich is a state

-5) the concept of t rans

-cendentalrefers to the exten t to wh ich the ind iv idua l can r ise above h is p resuppos

By retu rn ing to the
"

th ings themse lves
,

"

H usse r l hoped to creat
"

r igo rous

By se lf conta ined
,
he meant to emphas ize the ant i - metaphys ica l charac

-terof h is method . I n othe r words , such method does not need a metaphys ica l inte

1).pretationof the phenomen

fo l low ing Husser l
'

s formu lat ion , suggested that phenomeno logy i

w ith the study of l i fe -wo rd . To Schutz the
"

mundane ego
"

rests on th

ex istent ia l g round of the l i fe - word . I n add it ion to H usse r l , Schu tz
'

s th ink ing

was inf luenced by many other soc io log ists and ph i losophers . Webe r , fo r examp le

.p rov ided an add it iona l ins ight to Schutz
'

s understand ing of soc io logy of l i fe -

wo r l

Schutz and Webe r , soc io logy must be o r iented towa rd study ing soc ia l act ion a

is exper ienced by the ind iv i dua l (the sub ject ive mean ing of the ind iv idua l ) . To d

(20)othe rw ise , resea rche rs can on ly c reate someth ing f rom noth in

Theo ret ica l Backg rou nds on Phenomeno log ica l Soc io log

recogn ize the fact that
"

when we theo r ize ,
we step ou t o

The theor ist
,
by theor iz ing , c reates new rea l ity . He pu ts concepts in a).

@"

u re ( language ) wh ich p ives them new rea l ity (the concept of poverty means

one th ing to the theo r i st a nd
'

anothe r th ing to the ind iv idua l who expe r iences pove r

,ty).Nonethe less , phenomeno log ists a lso recogn ize the need fo r a theo ry . Theor

Webe r ,
is ind ispensab le : it p rov ides a cohe rent f ramewo rk of p ropos it ion

.ha re used to exp la in and inte rg rate what ex ist in the rea l wo r l d*س@؟؟

(Theory,howeve r
,
has its l im itat ions . I t can on ly exp la in some pa rts (or aspect

pa rts of the

Webe r suggested that it i s nonsence to th ink that a theory ca r

-explainthe who le system . The subject matte r of soc io logy ,
he a rgues ,

is inexhau

we a re)
"

(25).approachingto someth inq ) exp resses we l l such l im i tat ion

.1 7 ( Persona l note

I b i d

19)اكاا4

52)اأ"4

.21(I b id

.1014(2 2

k ing conce rned w i th the ra t iona l and systemat ic study aة

soc ia l l i f ts in a i l i ts man i festat ion

Persona l not

Ib i
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The resea rcher needs to sta rt
"

somewhe re
-

to descr i be and exp la in the l i f

The concept of
"

soc iety
"

, soc ia l fo rces
"

,

"

soc ia l c lass
"

,

" "

soc ia l structu r
"

of eve ry day l ite . I n soma
""

.c lasses , they can acqu i re
"

supernatu ra l
"

powe r , e . g . soc iety is out there

??,Phenomeno log ists a rgue that soc iety is not out the re : rathe r
,

it is i n he ,

by the ind iv i dua l . Weber demanded a reduct ion of soc ia l abst ract ion

"tothe i r concrete soc ia l co re . I n soc io logy , concepts l i ke
"

state
"

,

"

cooperat iv
"

, and s im i la r ones , in gene ra l des ignate catego r ie of spec i f ic k inds ol
'

human i nte ract ion ; thus , it is its task to reduce them to unde rstandable act ion , an

.thismeans w ithout except ion : to the act ions of spec i f ic s ing le ind iv i dua l

soc io logy , as pe rce ived by Comte and Spence r , was based on a

p resuppos it ion that emphas ized the au tonomy of soc iety and the i nd iv i dua l
'

s subo

to it . The theme of ind iv idua l soc ia l act ion was thereby expe l led f rom th

.focusof attent ion in resea rch

?Durkheimand Ma rx d id not leave any room fo r the ind iv i dua l . Te them , man i

I n Du rkhe im , he is dete rm ined by soc ia l fo rces . I n Ma rx
,
he is dete rm

by soc ia l c lass . Webe r recoqn ized the
' "

p rob lem
"

and tr ied to sh ift the attent io

study ing the subject ive mean ing of the ind iv i dua l . (28 ) Th is new way of th in kino

(was ref lected in a statement by Schafe r (one of the lead inq h istor ians of h is t im

fo r hum e r؟
"

(29)
"

.sociall ife is , in my op in ion , a fatefù l e rro

resu lt of th is new app roach was that the ent i re st ructu re of soc iety and it

were no longe r the ob ject of inqu i ry in soc io logy ; rathe r , soc ia l act ion

itse lf . In Su rbo r
'

s terms ,

"

object ified inst i tut ions resu l t from the rec ip roca l re lat io

of soc ia l act ion and se rve to regu late them
" ْ

1 ( )o r rec ip roca l re lat ionsh ips ) wer

as the rea l soc ia l e lement in soc iety . Hence , soc io logy must conce r

w ith the p rob lem of unde rstant ing the way in wh ich rea l ity is inte rp reted b

ind iv i dua ls . Webe r exp ressed the new v iew i n h is defi n it ion of soc io logy ;
"

conce rn ing itse l f w ith the inte rp ret ive understand ing of soc ia l act ion an

3).therebyw ith a causa l exp lanat ion of its cou rse and consequence

.88-87.pp+5"*ة

( S rubor , I lja ,

"

On the O r ig in of phenomeno log ica l Soc io logy
"

, Wor ld Cong ress of Soc io logy , Mex ic

tv , 1 982 ,

Pe rsona l note

.29(Srubor ,

30( I b id ، p

.3 1 ( Contempo ra ry phenomeno log ists t reat soc ia l interact ion as p rob lemat ica

Srubor , p

1



Su rbor states that the fo l low ing po int was ag reed upon : a sc ience that make

h istoria i rea l ity in any of its fo rms as its object , cannot wo rk towa rd gene ra l

a lone l i ke the natu ra l sc iences . Rathe r , if it wants to dea l w ith its object ade

it must recogn ize that soc ia l rea l ity is produced by ind iv idua ls exper ienc in

inte rp ret ing , unde rstand ing and act ing in a mean ingfu l w

pos it iv ists , the subject ive mean ings of the ind iv idua l are inaccess i b le , an

5 ( phenomeno log ists , soc io logy mus

a log ica l ly contro led method of inte rpretat ion wh ich w i l l prov ide access t

act ion and a l low genera l izat ion . (36 ) To do so ,
Webe r tr ied to deve lop th

of idea l type , (37 ) and S imme l constructed h is method of fo rm and conten

of soc ia l act io

a p resuppos it ion less ph i losophy
" '

or
"ْ

r igorus sc ience wh ich p rov ides a foundat ion fo r a l l ind iv idua l sc iences . Its start in

"

is g iven in the expe r iences of the consc ious human be ingwho l ives and act

in a wor ld wh ich he appe rce ives and inte rp rets , and wh ich makes sense to h im

:39 ( To H usse r l . the fo rms of consc iousness a re t ied to the content of exper ienc

a re attent ion d i rected upon objects ,
whether rea l or imag ined , materia

idea l , and a l l such objects a re intended . Hence , the re is no phase (or aspect) o

humanا" consc iousness wh ich appea rs in and by itse lf : consc iousness is a

-39(. To study a phenomenon as it appea rs to the con

a l l preconce ived be l iefs must be suspended

-ToHusserl , it is on ly by th is process that one can f ind the essence of the phenom

non itse l f

3 )40 ( . To study soc ia l act ipn , the

emphas is shou ld be d i rected to the actor who produces the act ion . Nonethe less

.actionis cons ide red soc ia l on ly in so fa r as it is or iented in its course towa rd other

it
@،ص@ا؟.ص@؟

"
1

)4 1 ( . To Schutz , act ions aré;act ion

if the actor attaches mean ings to the

33 ( Husse rl ca l ls th is the genet ic fa l lacywh i le D i lthey a rgues that a phenomenon must be t reated in th

tn rica l cnntextْث@

7.34(S rubo r
, p

-35(The controve rsy and the intens ive ph i losoph ica l d iscuss ions of the re lat ion sh ip of the natura l scie

to the human it ies can be traced back to the late 1 9 th century in thework ofW inde l band , R icke rt an

( Winde lband and R ickert are cons ideed as neokant ians and D i lthey as ob ject ive rea l is

1.36(S rubo r , p

.37(The concept of idea l type was f i rst used by Montesqu ie

Schutz , p . E

.39(Persona l note

Soc ia l act ion is not synonymous to behav io r (exp : th ink ing is an act ion) refra in inq f rom act ion is

act ion , exp : not try ing to save a person who in danger . In other wo rds , refra in inq from act ion has cons

quences

.4 1 ( Persona l note

1



Schu tz recogn izes the d i ff icu l ty of ana lyz i ng the subject ive mean ings of th

from
"

ins i de
"

and not from
"

outs ide .

"

The quest ion can be ra ised as tc

how can one te l l whethe r a pe rson is te l l i ng
"

the t ru th
"

o r
"

ly inq .

-

Goffman
'

s soc i

of man ipu lat ion demonst rated that what an ind iv idua l says is not necessa r i l

he th inks . To remedy th is , Wo l f suggested that the ressea rche r shou ld flo

ser ious ly nor d ism iss what the ind iv i dua l says . I nstead , the resea rcher shou ld

try to l ive exper ience of the ind iv idua l (42 ) (the subject of study) , e . q , the an th rop

ives in the commun ity under studyا

th is p rocess of ana lys is in flotw i thout d i ff icu lty . On one hand
,
the ou t

-corneof a reasea rch depends on the rease rche r
'

s own equ ipement ; some resea

a re mo re equ i ped to ana lyze a pa rt icu la r phenomenon than others . On th

hand , there is no way in wh ich the resea rche r can u nde rstand the i nd iv idua

the on ly way to u nde rstand an ind iv idua l fu l ly is to be that ind iv i dua l h i rnse l

is imposs i b le ) . Hence , the resea rche r can descr ibe h is data on ly in te rms o

.p robab i l it ies

-Schutzwas p robab ly the s ing le theor ist who
"

made good use
"

of ea r ly Ame

James
"

state of consc iousness
"

p rov ides an ins iq ht on ho

conscا@ول@3 iousness pe rce ives an object o r a phenomenan ; a state of
"

m i nd
"

is

,astate of now : a state once is gone , it cannot reoccu r aga in . When 1 see an ob jec

see i t in a pa rt icu la r way . 1 w i l l not see the same object in the same pa rt icu la r wa

aga i n

n Jame
'

s terms
,
the re is a st ream of consc iousness and one can neve r ste

into the same st ream (45 ) . When 1 see the ob ject in a second t ime
,

1 am a ne

Th is a l lows fo r a dynam ic re lat ionsh ip between the consc iouness and the

phenomenon ; the phenomenon is the re , but the consc iouness of that phenom

changes . The dynam ic re lat ionsh ip between consc iouness and phenom3nor

-InWagne r terms ,
the I and Me ref lect

"

the cont i.@الااس

nالاا(9)(46). u ity of se lf ( 1 ) i n the d iscont inu ity of expe r ience

Mostا theo r ies of the se l f ag ree that pa rt of se l f is const ructed th rough person

(that exp la ins whywe expe r ience the wo r ld d iffe ren t ly) a nd pa rt of se lf

is constructed by soc iety (that exp la ins whywe can commun icate o r confo rm ) . Tho

-mast r ied to ana lyze how ind iv i dua ls conduct themse lve in s i tuat ions . Cu l tu re def

s ituat ions , e . g . Du rkhe im
'

s co l lect ive rep resentat ion o r Samner
'

s fo l kways . I n a

-classrooms ituat ion , they a re no rms wh ich te l l the ind iv idua ls how to conduct them

when and what quest ions to ask ,
in what manner , etc . Nonethe less , s itu

w i l l neve r،ا

aqa in . Fo r examp le , each c lass sess ion is un ique and each pe rson in a c las

in a pa rt icu la r state of m ind . By the t ime the c lass meets fo r a second t ime , each

.(personacqu i res a d iffe rent state of m ind (or each pe rson becomes a new pe rso

.
Pe rsnna l notesكه(

)م@ا@14

.45(Ibid

.46(I bi
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.Forthe rmore , the ind iv i dua l may app ly a wrong defi n it ion to a pa rt icu la r s ituat i on

examp le , a student may as k the wrong quest ion . Fo r that reason cu ltu ra l def in

i s not the on ly dete rm ina nt facto r of a s ituat ion ; rather it is dete rm ined by th

.dynamicre lat ionsh ip between cu ltu ra l and pe rsona l inte rp retat ion

s
"

vantage po in t
"

p rov i des an i ns ight of how the ind iv idua l perce ive

wor l d a round h im . Each ind iv idua l expe r iences the wo r l d f rom h is own vantage

po int . To use Coo ley
'

s examp le , when an ind iv i dua l stands in the m idd le of a ga rde

sees the wo r ld around h im f rom h i s vantage v iew ; the i nd iv idua l sees th ing

a re c lose to h is vantage po i nt bette r than th ings wh ich a re fa r away . Wagne

on that and says that Ame r icans a re mo re awa re of the i r vantage po in

Ge rmans a re ; (for examp le ,
the ph rase

"

from where 1 stand
"

is freq uent l

).(u sed i n Eng l is

Webe r , a nd ea r ly Ame r ican soc io log i sts a re some of theo r ists wh

Schutz
'

s th inking . Schutz was ab le ,
not on ly to benef it from the wo rk of

9 i r wo rk in o rde r to deve lop a comp r

app roach to study human expe r ience

5 Phenomeno log ica l Soc io logy

,Schutz's p r ima ry or ientat ion was towards the study of the l i fe - wo r l d . To h i

rea l ity of eve ryday l i fe is the
"

pa ramount
"

rea l it

the sub iect matter of soc io logy must be the study of
"

l i fe -

wo r ld
"

or rea l it

eve ryday l i fe ; D raw ing upon accounts and ana l yses of Husse r l
'

s ca l l fo r retu rn ta

49 ( Schutz
'

s soc io logywas a ca l l fo r a retu rn to the ind iv idua l،)
".

as some theo r ists,

"

,haveimp l ied ,
bu t rathe r i t is in the expe r ience of the ind iv i dua l in eve ryday l i fe

-AsSantavana puts it ,

"

the m ind neve r has ideas , mush less i deas wh ich it can co

the hands،)

(52)ho ld ing too ls o r p lans must inte rvene in o rde r to carry out the p rojec

fo l low ing Husse r l
'

s not ion of suspens ion of be l iefs ,
a rgued that a l

must be put i nto
"

b ra kets .

"

By do ing so , the researche r can co rne c lose t
"

essence
"

of the phenomenon . Wagne r suggested that the term
"

va lue fre

was ta ken ou t of the context of Webe r
'

s soc io logy . ToWagne r ,
the te rra

"

va lue neu tra l
"

exp resses better Webe r
'

s intent ions than the term
"

va lue f ree
'

53 ( . Va lue free soc io logy imp l ies that soc io log ists do not ho ld va lues wh i le va lu

Ib i

4(4E

.
I n v iew of the l im ita t ions of th i s pape r , i t is imposs i b le to prov ide a svstemat ic t reatement of Schut

know ledge of Schutz cornes p r ima r i ly f rom these sou rce

Know ledge cornes from in terp retat ion based on interp rtat ion etc . To have a r igo rou s sc ience ,
w

retu rn to the expe r ience of the ind iv idua l in the rea l worl

Persona l note

Th is is s im i la r to M a rx
'

s not ion of the dynam ic re lat ion sh ip between the m ind and the ma te r ia

.52(Smart
,

Pe rsona l note
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,neutralsoc io logy imp l ies soc io log ies , as humans ,
have va l ues : these va lue

howeve r
, m uts be put in to b racke

s soc io logy is a imed at u nde rstand ing the su bject ive mean ing of th

. The ind iv i dua l usua l ly does not take cu l tu ra l def i n it ions as a b l uep r int (o
rec ipe ) for h is act ions ; rathe r

,
he mod i fies cu ltu ra l no rms and va l ues in such

that they f i t h is expe r iences . I n other wo rds , cu ltu re may mean d iffe ren t th ing

d i ffe ren t ind iv idua ls . Nonethe less
,
the ind iv i dua l expe r iences each s ituat ion i n

w ich he f inds h imse l f as on ly to a sma l l extent h is own c reat ion . As Schu tz puts it

toا othe r man . He is a membe r of a soc ia

into wh ich he is bo rn o r wh ich he has jo i ned , andwh ich ex isted befo re h i r

@

age g roups , and gene rat ions : it has dev is ion of labo r and d iffe ren t iat ion

54)4acco rd ing to occupat ions : it has ba lances of powe r and dom in ion ,
leaders a

led : a nd i t has these w i th a l l the assoc iated h ie ra rch ie

thought that the re is a dynam ic re lat ionsh ip between the ind iv i dua l an

Soc iety is c reated by i nd iv idua ls in te ract i ng w ith one othe re . One the othe r

hand , the ind iv i da l does not ex ist in a vacuum . Sma rt a rgues that phenomeno log ic

5+5 is pe rce ived me re ly to ca l l fo r descr ipt ions of soc ia l sett i

-ors ituat ions as they appea r to those invo lved . Fo r Smart , th is is a resu l t of m isun

-derstanding.B ittne r p refe rs to ca l l such phenomeno logy
"

abo rt ive phenomeno l

55)
ء"

97

,Theconcept of i n te rsu bject iv ity is s ign if ica nt in Schutz
'

s th ink i ng

Foا r Schu tz
, soc ia l wor l d is exper ienced as inte rs ubject ive . As an acto r in the soc i

eاء؟scene ,
1 can recogn ize my fe l low man not as a

" '

someth i nq
"

bu t as a
"

someon

1me
"

1 am a l ready
"

thou o r iented
"

f rom the momen t 1 recogn ize an ent ity w ic

exper ience as a fe l low man (as a Thou ) att r ibut inq l i fe and conscousness

-56 ( . When the
"

Thou o r ientat ion
"

is rec ip roca l
,
that is , each acto r is

"

tho
"

toward the othe r
,
there is

" "

re lat ion sh ip of consoc iate
" '

. I n such re lat io

7 ( and sympathet ica l ly (58 ) pa rt ic ipate i

othe r
'

s l ives fo r however sho rt t ime . Howeve r ,
the re is a nothe r type of re lat io

in wh ich 1 recon ize my fe l low man not as a
"

semeone
"

but as a
"

someth i n

such re lat ion sh ip , the pa rtne r is app rehended on ly by fo rm i ng a const ruct of a

yp ica l way of behav io r , a typ ica l of mot ives
,
and of att i tudes of pe rsona l ity type . Fo

the cou rse of act ion type the d i recto r of a hosp ita l has of a nu rse may b

anonymous tha t it refe rs on ly to the behav io r of
"

whoever
"

is act i ng in the wa

as a typ ica l by the const ruct . That is ,
the nu rse is not pe rce ived as a u n iqu

.individual.Bu t on ly an abst ract ofwhoeve r is act ing l i ke he

.85.55(Sma rt ,

Persona l notes
"

57 ( Schutz ca l l th is
"

we - re la t ion sh i

That is ,
ind iv i dua ls a re treated as un ique indiv idua l

PP rsnna l note
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I n mode rn soc iety , however , most of the people w ith whom 1 re late a re not my

consoc iates , but my
"

contempo ra r ies
"

: 1 am not invo lved in face to face re lat io

sh ips w ith them ; 1 do not g rasp them as un ique ind iv idua l

Schutz , re lat ions sh ips invo lve typ i f icat ion . Typ if icat ion , a scheme wh ich i

from f i rsthand expe r ience of a fe l low man , cons ists of
"

the equa l izat ion o

re levant to the pa rt icu la r pu rpose at hand fo r the sake of wh ich the type ha

formed ; any ind iv idua l d iffernces not re levant to th is pu rpose a re dis rega rde

Nonethe less , the p rocess of typ i f icat ion depends on the type of re lat ion)..

@2ه، lat ion sh ips a re w ith typ if ied ind iv idua l

a ce rta in ro le is ass igned . The more anonymous the type , the mo re these

ind iv idua ls appea r exc lus ive ly in the l ight of the fu nct ions they a re exected to per

-formin typ ica l ways . For examp le , the professo r may rega rd a student on ly as a st

l i ke che rs who corne to c lass , take notes , ask quest ions and take exams . Th

anonymous the re lat ion sh ip between the two (p rofesso r and student ) ،
th

the student appea rs in the l ight of the funct ion he is expected to pe .fo rm in

typلال@7. ica

face to face re lat ion sh ipsw ith consoc iate , the ind iv idua l is a lso app rehended

by means of typ ify ing schemes . 1 app rehend h im as a
"

man
"

, a
"

ch r ist ian
"

,

"

, and so on . Howeve r
,
the types used in face - to - face re lat ion sh ips

5s s ub ject iv ity and tested . I f thev fa i l the test , that

the types a re contrad icted by the immed iate expe r ience ,
then they have to b

To use Johensen
'

s examp le . 1 app roach a sen io r psych ia. tr ist w ith th

of an
"

auste re , a loof scho la r
"

.Afte r ou r face - to - face inte ract ion . 1 leave h i r

)
"

.withtype of a
"

tru ly human perso

fo l low ing Weber
'

s method of idea l type , tr ied to const ruct h is types o

act ion . To Schu tz , human a re mot ivated in the i r act ion : mot ives , not on l

the ind iv idua l an impu lse
"

or a
"

cause
"

to do someth ing , but a lso they lead i

to consequences . Nonethe less , mot ives usua l ly a re h idden :
"

l do not know
.

:
why 1 d id it .

"

As a resu lt , Schu tz out l ined two types of human mot ive
- of - mot ives

"

and
"

in - order - to mot ives
"

. Fo r examp le ,

"

she d id i

she loved h im
"

(because - of - mot ives ) ; and
"

he read Webe r to infor

(63)(5in - o rde r - to - mot ive)@س

-Schutz,d raw ing upon James mu lt ip le rea l it ies , suggests that there a re d i ffe
orders of rea l ity . What is rea l is what stands in some re lat ion to one

'

s se lf ; o r

se lfwhat is rea l to me is what is re levant to me . Hence , 1 act acco rd ing to wha
as rea l . In Thomas

'

te rms , when a s ituat ion is def ined as rea l , it is rea l in it

.consequences

.222.60(Johenson , Roge r in Psathas ,

Persona l note

22.62(Johenson ,

Persona l note

Ih id@ي(
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What is rea l invo lves attent ion ; 1 cons ide r someth i ng as rea l because 1 g ive

-attentionto it . As Be rqson puts it ,

"

attent ion à la v ie
"

(attent ion to l i fe ) is necessa

When attent ion lapses ,
rea l ity lapses . When the ind iv idua l ceases to pay atte

(65)3t ion to what he is do inq , he ente rs the f ie ld of da i ly d rea

ca l ls mu lt ip le rea l it ies
" '

p rov inces of mean ings
"

. To Schu tz , the re a r

p rov i nces of mean i ngs : the wo r ld of sc ience , thewo r ld of d ream , the wor l

phantasy , the wo r ld of i nsane o r d rug s ituat ion , the wor l d of a rt i n any fo rm , the

-worldof p lay o r spo rts , thewor ld of ch i ld ren , the wor l ds of p r im it ive cu ltu res o r u n i

,versaip roject ion ,
the wor l d of d iffe rent cu ltu res , the wo r ld of re l iq ious exper ienc

. When one)
moves from one p rov i nce of mean i ng to anothe r

,
he goes th rough a p rocess o

)9ducat ion is

: 1 am a Ch r ist ian on Su nday and a bus i nessman on Monday . Schutz refe r

such
"

phenomenon as
" "

the f ragmentat ion of mode rn Life
"

l i fe is expe r ience

.asfract ions 67 and the consc iousness tends to man ifest i tse l f in manymode

) o r know ledg9 ) ma

in a pa rt icu le soc ia l - h istor ica l context , pe rhaps eventua l ly be i rg adopte

pa rt icu la r soc ia l g roups o r c lasses in the form of i deo log ies . I f the d iffe rence

the ve rs ions become too g reat ( po la r izat ion ) , commun icat ion betwee

g roups becomes d i ff icu l t and the u n ity of soc iety cornes to depend mo re upo

d ist r i but ion of powe r than upon common know ledege of re levances . Sma r

that
"

reçonc i l iat ion of d i ffe rent cu rrents of ph i losoph ica l and soc ia l though

6)
""

examp l i f ied the extend of Shutz
'

s cont r i but ion to soc io loq ica l d iscou rs

asserts that sc ient if ic know ledqe is me r ly one of many p rov inces ol

-meaningw ith in the tota l soc ia l rea l ity ; h is d iscuss ion and methodo log ica l postu l

of phenomeno logy and the soc ia l wo r ld a re o r iented towa rds sens it iz ing the

-socialsc ient ist to recogn ize h is own assumpt ion of the natu ra l att itude , (70 ) and fu

9ht p roceed to the stud7 o

asse rts : The ma i n p rob lem of the soc ia l sc iences is to(71).5ح

a method i n o rder to dea l in an object ive way w ith subject ive mean ing o

act ion and that the thouqht ob jects of commonsense ,
fo rmed by men i

eve ryday l i fe in o rde r to coure to te rms w itch soc ia l rea l i

.65 ( I b i

Yatan i , Yosh i kun i
,

"

The concept of l i fe wo r l d in Schutzea r

0 .4.Theory : Its Re la t ion to Mu lt ip le Rea l it ies
"

,
1 0 th Wo r l d Cong ress Of Soc io logy , Mex ico C i

67 ( persona l note

.69(Sma rt ,

Natu ra l att itude refe rs to thatwh ich is ta ken fo r g rante

.71(Smart , p

001.72(I b id , p

1



-InSchutz
'

s t ime . the re we re two schoo ls of ana lyses ; one app roaches the ana

-lysisof soc ia l rea l ity in the sameway inwh ich the natu ra l sc iences ana lyze the i r ph

: the othe r a rques that the re is a ba s ic d iffe rence in the st ructu re of th

a nd natu ra l wor lds . For Sch utz ,
both pos it ion s a re inadequate . The fo rme

neg lects the unde rstand inq of the ind iv idua l in the rea l ity of da i ly l ife . Th

app roach d is reqa rds ent i re ly the fact that ce rta in p rocedu ra l ru les re lat ing t

.validthought a re common to a l l emp i r ica l sc ienc

The Method of Ve rstehe

phenomeno loq ists ,
method is not a techn ique ,

but an or ientat ion (a su rvey

i s a techn ique ) . W ithout such an o r ientat ion , a pa rt icu la r ana lys isw i l l be man ing les

examp le , Webe r used the method of idea l type in h is study of bu reauc racy an

the method of Ve rstehen in h is study of Protestant Eth ics

-Diltheyp robab ly was the f i rst theo r ist to treat the method of Ve rstehen syst

I n h is chapte r The C r is is of Eu ropean Thought and Cu ltu re ,
he desc r ibe

c r is is of consc ious ness as
"

a sh ip on the h igh seas mov ing in the sto rm that rage

a round us .

"

For D i lthey ,
huma n sc iences cou ld fu l f i l l the i r potent ia l on ly i f the

p laced in
"

a secu re theoret ica l fou ndat ion rooted i n expe r ience avo id i ng both

the Scy l la of methaphys ica l specu lat ion and the Cha rybd is of natu ra l ist ic pos it

)75 ( the so le and exc lu s ive)
"

-methodof the huma n sc iences , (76 ) he t races the method of Ve rstehen to the deve

-lopmentof he rmeneut ics : a methodo log ica l p r inc ip le of inte rp retat ion wh ich ev i

a sh ift from sacred
,
c lass ic

,
o r othe rw i se p r iv i leqed texts to h uman exp ress ion

i n gene ra l . For D i lthey ,
he rmeneut ics was recast i n the

"

sp i r it of the t ra nscendenta

,turn,exphas iz i ng the c reat ive powe rs of human consc iou sness .

"

I n that contex

were not v iewed in an
"

i dea l
"

textua l iso lat ion bu t i n the conc rete contex

) 3 to ry ,
D i lthe

a lso Ma rx) a rgues that a phenomenon ca rs be u nde rsto3d on ly in te rms of i t

re lat ion to h istory

-Asa resu lt h isto ry must not be accepted u nc r i t ica l ly as unchang i ng ; se l f ev i

-81(I t is th rough the d ia lect ica l method the rea l ex is).
"

reveaا led ; the
"

essence of rea l ity can emerge f rom beh ind the ve i@ص
@ا(ك

.ofappea renc

.73(Persona ) notes

@

1 3 tor ica l Reason , the U n ive rs ity of Ch icago P ress
1 978 , p . 1 E

-11
75 ( E rmarth a rg ues tha t versthen is the most m isunde rstood concept in the theory of know ledge .

they defines ve rsthen as
"

the know ledge of that wh ich i s a l readv know

.p

44.77(Ibid , p

1 51-161.81(Smart , p

Fo r Lu kacs
,
the a l te ra t ive method ( exemp l i f ied by wha t Lukacs a l ludes to as bou rgeo i s sc ience ) is

-71

to t rea t the var ious e lemen ts in rea l i ty as independan t and a u tonomous , than is to accept the form of d
s ion of labo r in soc iety as a va l i d bas is fo r sc ien t i f ic conceptua l izat io

2



(83).Phenomenologicalsoc io log ists a re c r i t ica l of fu nct iona l soc io log

and Scott in A Soc io logy of the Absu rd l ist f ive cr i t ic isms of fu nct iona l theo ry

F i rst , it treats human act ion i n te rms of forces unpe rce ived bv the acto r . Fo r phenoة

meno log ists , the re is an ex istent ia l cont inuum between f reedom and dete rm in is rr

constructed and reconst ructed by the soc ia l actors ind iv i dua l ly o r i n conce r

funct iona l ism asse rts that va r ious pa rts of soc iety a re
"

non
-

a rb i t ra ry
"

s ince

theyء19- cont r i bute to the in teg rat ion of the who le . Fo r phenomeno log ists ,
suc

"

have no f ixed , stab le , and i rred uc ib le mean i ng
"

. Th i rd ,
funct iona l ism v iews

-socialo rder as rooted in a bas ic interdependance and coope rat ion . For phenomeno

modern soc iety
"

is bette r descr i bed as a co l lect ion of conf l ict ing subcu lt

wh ich in the i r re lat ions manage to ma inta i n some patte rn of stab i l ity by the

.

"

9empأ5،3 loyment of soc ia l mechan isms as yet impe rfect ly unde rstood by soc io l

assum i ng coope rat ion and i nte rdependance a
"

p r io r i
"

,
funct iona l ism can no

soc ia l orde r p rob lemat ica l . Fou rth , funct iona l ism opts to study man from the

-pointof v iew of the obse rve r ; i t rega rds actor
'

s pe rcept ions as founded on ign

of the rea l fo rces that shape h is act ion . Fo r phenomeno log ists ,
man , as a

bu i lds up h is act ions on the bas is of h is goa ls and of h i s cont in u i ng attempt

def ine and redef ine the s itua t ion . H encc ,
the soc ia l wo rd can on ly be stud ie

rom the v iewpo int of the acto r . F ifth , fu nct iona l ism asserts that the r is a commo

system in soc iety . Fo r phenomeno log ists ,
va lues and no rms a re p lu ra l ist ica l l

.applicableon the bas is of s ituat ions , pe rsons , and t ime

83 ( Pa rsons is usua l ly cr it ic ized fo r h is inedaquate inte rp reta t ion of Webe r

-373.84(Wa rren , Ca ro l
, Soc io logy : Change a nd cont inu ity , The Do rsey P ress , I I I ino is , 1 977

,
P

37
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-Theattempt to advance a compa r is ion between phenomeno logy and the d i f

-ferentapp roaches i n soc io logy is not an easy task . These app roaches not on ly pe r

-tainto a va r iety of i nte l lectua l or ig ins and t rad it ions ,
bu t a lso a re less u n i f ied app ro

incorpo rat ing subapp roaches that often dev iates f rom the path of the

-approachin quest ion . 1 have i n my wo rk (85 ) made an attempt to p resent the pos i

-tionof phenomeno logy i n re lat ion to othe r app roaches (structu ra l ism ,
funct iona

Ma rx ism
,
and symbo l ic i nte ract ion ism ) on the bas is of ten essent ie l assump

-tionsthat 1 have fo rmu lated for that pu rpose . ( See tab le 1 ) . The aspect of gene ra l

often is made at the expense of deta i l and ca refu l ly de l ineated accounts . Th i

howeve r ,
is necessa ry ,

the more deta i l one seeks to acq u i re ,
th

it is d iff icu lt to compa re and gene ra l ize

-1have a lso suggested the poss ib le use of phenomeno log ica l method i n stu

dyا i ng cu ltu ra l phenomena and commun icat ion system i n the so - ca l led t rad it ion

The phenomeno log ica l app roach can ve ry much document and ana lyz

expe r ience and mean ing structu res i n such soc iet ies that a re cha racte r ized by

a l struc

tu res and mean i ng

-5Abde rrahmane
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