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Complementary investigation in penal matters
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Abstract:

The penal jurisdictions either on the level of investigation or on the level of trial, resort to
complementary investigation, as the law maker has exclusively granted this prerogative to the
investigation Chamber, via designating a delegate judge, unlike the investigative Judge who
cannot legally perform this procedure, in accordance with the principle of neutrality. Some
trial jurisdictions are also entitled to resort to complementary investigation, as it is considered
an optional preparatory procedure that can be ordered by the Criminal Court, also, the
misdemeanour Judge proceeds personally to complementary investigation in virtue of a rule
before deciding on the subject-matter, the contravention tribunal performs the same
procedure. In addition, the legislator has entitled the juvenile Chamber at the appeal Court to
proceed optionally to an anticipated complementary investigation before ruling on the
subject-matter, when an offence qualified as a crime is referred to it, an investigative Judge of
minors is delegated to fulfil the task.

Key words: complementary investigation, additional investigation, accusation chamber.
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