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Abstract  
This paper aims at clarifying the concept of logic, and this is due to 

the confusion in using "formal" to distinguish traditional logic from 
modern logic, as though the former being formal whereas the latter 
being symbolic or mathematical. 

To clarify this, we have to understand what is meant by the word 
"formal" which essentially characterizes logic regardless of its traditional 
or modern developments; for it has always been formal as long as it has to 
do with the form of thinking. The only difference, if there is any, lies in 
the degree of formalization. 

We will try to determine the concept of logic from both linguistic 
and technical points of view. In the latter case, we attempt to clarify its 
subject matter within the context of Aristotle's Organon and some Islamic 
philosophers, such as Al-Farabi and Ibn-Sina. We will focus on its rise in 
the Aristotelian corpus and present the subject matter of each work of the 
mentioned Organon. 
Key-words: logic, concept, inference, Aristotle, Al-Farabi, Ibn-Sina. 
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( Logique Formelle) 

La validité
La vérité
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Tout homme est mortel  
*Socrate est un homme       

Donc   Socrate est mortel 

« X » 

Tout homme est mortel  
X est un homme                

Donc   X  est mortel 
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 1-Robert Blanché, Introduction à la logique contemporaine, ( Paris : 
Librairie Armand Colin, 1968), p 9. 
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Tout      f     est    g  

X        est    f                 
Donc           X             est      g  
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