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Abstract 
Private military and security companies are now an integral part of 

modern wars. These are entities established as for-profit commercial 
companies that provide military and security services to countries that 
request them, making it one of the most important players in international 
relations. 

However, their presence continues to generate some controversy 
and their participation as a private actor in interstate conflict raises 
questions about the accountability and the legal aspect of the issue. 

One of the most serious threats to international humanitarian law is 
the private military and security companies that benefit from their "bad" 
reputation in a fragmented market where they are increasingly employed 
by countries to work in areas where armed conflicts occur. They are even 
more attractive because their members work outside Official state forces, 
and hence it is not easy to hold them responsible for the abuses they commit. 
Key words: Private military and security companies, Mercenaries, 
International humanitarian law, Armed conflict, Privatization of War. 
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