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Abstract  
Since ancient times the phenomenon of mercenaries is 

known,which was an important tool of fighting in wars, and has 
developed its role significantly in the modern era, especially after the 
emergence of national liberation movements where colonial powers found 
a great benefit in using them to fight as a proxy , Since then, mercenaries 
have become a profession that attracts millions of aspiring weathers, 
adventurers and gang criminals to pursue their adventures in the hotbeds 
of armed conflict, where they take an active and direct part in hostilities 
for financial gain. They do not care less about the laws and customs of 
war. They target everything without discrimination, even civilians, 
prisoners, the wounded and civilian installations, and commit barbaric 
acts that are prohibited by international charters and laws. International 
and humanitarian organizations call for the need to criminalize this 
phenomenon and stripping it of all the rights of the legitimate combatant 
and considering them as war criminals with the recognition of humane 
treatment of them as subject to a fair trial. 
Key words:  Mercenaries, International humanitarian law, Law of war, 
Illegal combatants, Armed conflict. 
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