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Abstract 
Recognition of victims went through several steps before 

been fully consecrated in Rome Statute creating the international 
criminal court. 

For the first time in the history for international criminal 
justice, victims have the right to participate in proceedings and 
request reparations. This means that they will not only testify as 
witnesses, but may also present their views and concerns at all 
stages of the proceedings. 
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The role of victims in International Criminal Court proceedings 
completes the efforts undertaken by the Court to hold accountable 
individuals who are responsible for the most serious crimes of concern to 
the international community. The principle behind this is that the true 
justice is achieved when voices of victims are heard and their suffering is 
addressed. 
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